Supply vessel confirmed hit in Gulf 

.BAHRAIN (Al*> — Bah rain-based marine salvage executives on 
Sunday confirmed an Iraqi air raid on an oilfield supply vessel 
”ihc Bertram" near Iran's Kharg Island oil terminal two days ago. 
Tltc 'esstTs accommodations section was damaged by a missile 
blast last Friday., but all its crewmen were reported safe, they said. 
These executive said the Bertram was attacked by the Iraqis at a 
point hetween Kharg and the Iranian Ardeshir oilfield in the Gulf 
waters. An Iraqi military spokesman announced at the time that a 
■•medium-size naval target" was hit near Kharg. as pan of a 
year-old air and sea blockade on the island and nearby Iranian 
ports. The Bertram was the fourth “confirmed casualty of the 
tanker war since Jan. I. Ten other Iraqi attacks on commercial 
vessels lune not been independently confirmed as yet. 
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Wazir hoJds talks in Cairo 


CAIRO (R) — Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) Cha- 
irman Yasser Arafat's top military aide discussed prospects of a 
Middle East settlement with an Egyptian foreign Ministry official 
here Sunday. Ambassador Taha A I Farnawani. head of Egypt's 
Foreign Ministry's Palestine Department, mid reporters he had 
briefed Khalil Ai Wazir, deputy-commander of Palestinian for- 
ks'. on his country' s efforts to revive the Middle East peace 
(process. Mr. Wazir. also known as Abu Jihad, was the highest- 
ranking PLO official to visit Egypt since Mr, Arafat’s con- 
troversial trip in December 1 9S3. He later left for Tunisia. Egypt, 
the only Arab country to sign a treaty with Israel, has recently 
intensified its consultations with Jordan and the PLO on a com- 
mon approach to peace in the region. 
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House to convene 
on Wednesday 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower 
House of Parliament will hold a 
session Wednesday. House Spe- 
aker Akcf Al Fayez said Sunday. 
The session is expected to be a 
closed one us suggested by Prim’e 
Minister Ahmad Obeidat during 
the House's last session on Sat- 
urday. The House, during Wed- 
nesday s session, is expected to be 
briefed by Mr. Obeidat on security 
considerations that prompted the 
government to adopt an eme- 
rgency legislation on issuance and 
renewal of passports. The Upper 
House (Senate) will hold a session 
Tuesday to discuss the 1 9N5 draft 
budget. 

Egypt stresses need 
for Mideast moves 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt is con- 
tinuing to tell both the United Sta- 
tes and the Soviet Union of the 
need for a peaceful settlement of 
the Palestinian problem. Foreign 
Minister Esmat Abdul Megurd 
said Sunday, in a foreign policy 
statement before parliament's 
advisory (Shura) council, he dec- 
lared: "Egypt continues to rea- 
ssert to the U.S. the... need to find 
a just and peaceful settlement to 
the Palestinian issue. Egypt's con- 
tacts with the Soviet Union... fol- 
low the same policy."' 

Six face sabotage 
charges in Israel 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Six Israeli 
Druze and a Lebanese were cha- 
rged in a Haifa court on Sunday 
with membership in a sabotage 
ring that planned to carry out att- 
acks in Israel. Israel Radio rep- 
orted. Th y, radi o said • the _ seven 
were accused of plotting to smu- 
ggle a 5 5 -kilogramme car-bomb 
across the Lebanese border into 
Israel and to set ft off in a crowded 
shopping centre in Tel Aviv. Haifa 
or Nahariya. The car-bomb was 
discovered at the border post at 
Rosh Hanika in August 19R3. the 
radio said, but the court only per- 
mitted publication of the plot's 
existence now. 

40 killed in 
Cuban air crash 

HAVANA (R) — Aviation exp- 
erts working Sunday under flo- 
odlights sifted through the wre- 
ckage of a Cuban airliner to uy to 
find mu why it crashed five min- 
utes after takeoff from Havana 
Saturday, killing all 40 people on 
board. The Soviet-built Ilyushin 
I N jet of Cubana Airlines* bound 
for the Nicaraguan capital of 
'Managua, plunged to the ground 
and immediately bursi into flames 
in fiat farmland about 15 kil- 
ometres south of the capital, air- 
port officials said. The crash site, 
in an isolated, sparsely populated 
area, was immediately sealed off. 

2 women appointed 
to municipal council 

AMMAN (J-T.) — Two ladies. 
Wafa* Salem Al Majali and Mun- 
taha Issa /ureikat were appointed 
to AJ Rahba Municipal Council. 
Jordanian News. Agency. Petra, 
reported Sunday. This is the first 
time the government appoints 
women to a municipal council in 
Jordan. 
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Israelis begin first 
phase of pullout plan 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli troops Sun- 
day started dismantling and moving equ- 
ipment as the first stage of Israel’s wit- 
hdrawal from South Lebanon got under way 
as a senior Israeli diplomat warned Syria 
against moving its areas vacated by Israel. 


The Israeli government ado- 
pted a withdrawal plan a week 
ago. The first phase calls for wit- 
hdrawal of Israeli troops from the 
western sector, including the den- 
sely populated Sidon area, on Feb. 
IS. The final pullback is to be 
completed by summer. . 

However, an Israeli spokesman 
emphasised that Israeli troops 
would remain "fully equipped for 
operational purposes until the 
.redeployment date ordered by the 
government.” 

Engineering and ordnance off- 
icers issued orders on Friday to 
start dismantling ammunition 
dumps, fuel depots, medical cen- 
tres and storage facilities Sunday. 

Israel says it will sell to U.N. 
peacekeeping forces equipment 
and installations whose removal 
would be more expensive than 
replacement costs. 

Residents of villages above the 
port city of.Sidon. near the current 
Israeli "front line" in Lebanon, 
told reporters that several trailers 
returned empty Sunday after car- 
rying Israeli armoured vehicles 
towards the village of Kahouli. 
where the new Israeli red- 
eployment line -passe* 

Beirut 'Radio quoted witnesses 
Jo. Sidoo .ftseJ f — the first major 
city expected to be evacuated — as 
saying convoys of about 70 Israeli 
jeeps, trucks and armoured cars 
moved through the city at dawn on 
their way southward. 

U.N. Under-secretary General 
Brian Urquhan conveyed to Def- 
ence Minister Yitzhak Rabin Leb- 
anon's agreement to resume on 
Tuesday talks on deploying U.N. 
troops in the evacuated areas. 

, Lebanese Prime Minister Ras- 
hid Karami said on Saturday that 
Beirut was willing to discuss “the 
pullout programme and dates" in 
the talks at U.N. headquarters on 


the Mediterranean coast. 

Mr. Urquhan said the decision 
to reconvene the talks was “a hop- 
eful sign". Israel broke ihem off a 
week ago after the two sides were 
unable to reach agreement in 1 2 
sessions on the roles of U.N. tro- 
ops. the Lebanese army and a 
pro- Israeli militia. 

Israel's ambassador to the U.N.. 
Binyamin Netanyahu, told a news 
conference that Israel would not 
tolerate Syria’s trying to take adv- 
antage of the Israeli pullback to 
improve its positions in eastern 
Lebanon. 

He said Syria was aware that 
movement of Syrian troops into 
areas evacuated by Israel in Leb- 
anon “would not be acceptable by 
us." 

Mr. Netanyahu, speaking at a 
news conference, refused to say 
whether Israel had issued explicit 
warnings to Syria to stay within its 
current lines in eastern Lebanon 
after Israel withdraws. 

Bui he added. “I think the Syr- 
ians are well aware that certain 
movements on their pan would 
noi be acceptable to us.” 

Mr. Netanyahu, who returned 
to Israel to report on the recently 
concluded U.N. General Ass- 
embly session, said Israel .also 
would not t ole rare Syrian ass- 
istance to Palestinian commandos 
to mount attacks against Israel. 

Israeli officials have said they 
hope the United Nations Interim 
Force In Lebanon (UNIFILI and 
the Lebanese army would fill the 
vacuum left by the retreating Isr- 
aeli troops. 

Any change in the size or dep- 
loyment are of the U.N. pea- 
cekeepers must have the approval 
of the Security Council. That 
would require the acquiescence of 
the Soviet Union, which as a per- 
manent member of the council 


has veto power. 

Mr. Netanyahu said that as of 
this week the Soviets had not ann- 
ounced a position on broadening 
UNI FIL's mandate, which expires 
in April, and that they apparently 
would coordinate their position 
with Syria. 

The ambassador contended 
UNIF1L forces in South Lebanon 
would be a “hindrance” to any 
Syrian efforts to move troops into 
position north of Israel, thereby 
"creating a crescent around Isr- 
ael.” 

He said Syria was trying to build 
its forces to the point where it 
could conduct a war against Israel 
on its own. but "not today. I don’t 
think they are ready to risk it." 

The ceasefire fine between 
Syria and Israel in the Golan Hei- 
ghts. which Israel occupied in 
1973. has been quiet since 1974. 

But Mr. Netanyahu said the 
same might not apply in Lebanon. 
He said it would be "strategically 
much more advantageous to Syria 
for its forces if they can spread 
across our.nonhem border” as far 
as the Mediterranean coasL which 
would give Syria "a shortcut to the 
heartland of Israel." 

He said so far Syria has tried 
"cautiously” in Lebanon and has 
not tried to move its forces beyond 
the lines it held two years ago. 

* He said this was “a result of 
their understanding of what is tol- 
erable and what is not.” 

The ambassador also said Arab 
states no longer have the power to 
exert political pressure on Wes- 
tern industrial nations by thr- 
eatening to embargo oil exports.. 

"The Arab oil decade is over. 
Countries are no longer afraid of 
oil embargoes,” Mr. Netanyahu 
said. 

Israers position at the U.N. and 
other international bodies has 
improved in the past two years, he 
said, because of what he termed 
“the political decline of the Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO).” 

Mr. Netanyahu contended that 
the PLO is viewed at the U.N. as a 
“split organisation with scattered 
forces and a demoralised lea- 
dership."- 


Reagan 
sworn in for 
second term 
in office 

WASHINGTON (AP)— Ronald 
Wilson Reagan, standing at . the 
foot of a While House staircase, 
swore the presidential oath of off- 
ice for a second term Sunday bef- 
ore 96 guests and a national tel- 
evision audience. Outside, icy 
winds foretold the rigors of Mon- 
day'souidoor ceremony when Mr. 
Reagan reenacts his swearing-in 
with public pomp. 

It was the nation's 50th pre- 
sidential oath-taking, and only the 
fifth time that the inauguration 
day fell on a Sunday. 

Vice-President George Bush 
was sworn in minutes before Mr. 
Reagan. 

On Monday, officials had pre- 
pared for a crowd of 140.000 to 
gather at the Capitol to watch the 
reenact ntent that precedes the 
inaugural parade down Pen- 
nsvhania Avenue to the White 
House. However, chilling tem- 
peratures threatened to hold low 
the size of the crowds. 

Chief Justice Warren Burger 
administered the presidential 
oath. his fifth such undertaking. 

The president kissed the first 
lady. Nancy Reagan, and hugged 
her. Wearing a dress her tra- 
demark colour, red. Mrs. Reagan 
clutched a Bible throughout the 
brief ceremony. 

Retired Justice Poller Sicwart 
returned from New Hampshire to 
administer the oath to Mr. Bush, 
Mr, Bush shook Mr. Stewart's 
hand, kissed Mrs. Bush and ste- 
pped aside for Mr. Reagan. 

Without- an overcoat, the pre- 
sident stepped outside the White 
House for a moment and heard 
congratulations and questions 
from several reporters. 


Lebanon seeks U.N. help 
to free Ansar detainees 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon has 
asked the United Nations to help 
free detainees held in the Israeli 
prison camp of Ansar in occupied 
South Lebanon. 

Prime Minister Rashid Karami 
told reporters in his home town of 
Tripoli that he had asked U.N. 
Under-secretary-General Brian 
Urquhart Saturday to try to per- 
suade Israel to release the pri- 
soners. 

According to the international 
Committee of Red Cross (ICRC). 
there are just over 1 .000 detainees 
aL the hilltop camp. They live in 
tents surrounded by barbed wire 
and watch towers. 

Mr. Karami said Ansar would 
be evacuated in the first phase of 
Israers ihrcc-stagc withdrawal 
plan announced a week ago. An 
Israeli army spokesman said Iasi 
week, however, that Ansar would 
remain under Israeli control after 
the first pullout. 

Mr. Karami said the liming of 
the Israeli pullout should be cla- 
rified and agreed upon. "We are 
going to Naqoura next Tuesday to 
make this officially agreed upon 
and coordinated.” he said. 

Israel suspended the talks on 
Jan. 7 after 12 sessions following 
disputes over the roles of U.N. 
peacekeeping forces, the Leb- 


anese army and a pro-Israeli mil- 
itia in policing the south after Isr- 
aeli troops leave. 

Mr. Karami said Israers wit- 
hdrawal plan was "a victory for 
Lebanon,” but conceded that little 
else was going well for his "nat- 
ional unity" cabinet. 

“We have been calling for 
months for security plans and des- 
pite all agreements on them we 
notice their implementation is 
blocked.” the prime minister said. 

On Jan. 12. Lebanon sent tro- 
ops down the coast road from Bei- 
rut to within two kilometres of Isr- 
ael's Awali River “front line” in 
preparation for an army takeover 
.nf the south. 

Bui the failure of rival mil- 
itiamen to withdraw from the adj- 
acent Kharroub region has kept 
the road closed to civilian traffic 
and delayed progress on plans to 
deploy the army on the coast road 
north of Beirut and the Bcirm- 
Damascus highway. 

In Beirut itself, a spate of bomb 
attacks has terrorised residents 
and helped push the Lebanese 
pound to record lows. Closing 
Saturday at 10.32 to the dollar, 
the pound lost 1 1 .2 per cent of its 
value last week and has lost 15.R 
per cent so far. this year. 


Kyprianou, Denktash try 
to break deadlock in talks 


UNITED NATIONS(R) — Cyp- 
riot I' resident Spyros Kyprianou 
and Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denktash Sunday held a fourth 
day of talks with the U.N. sec- 
retary general amid fears of failure 
in their efforts to agree on a plan 
to reunify the island. 

Mr. Denktash told reporters 
that if the current bid collapsed, 
any future talks would “not be a 


second round but a new round for 
renegotiating everything from 
square one.” 

At issue is the status nf a plan 
for a ncw.federal system with sep- 
arate provinces for the long- 
estranged Turkish and Greek 
Cypriot communities, with a cen- 
tral government led by a Greek 
Cypriot president and Turkish 
Cypriot vice-president. 





His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan talks to members of the University of Jordan Club Sunday. 

Hassan urges government-citizen dialogue 


AMMAN (Pei ra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Sunday stressed the need for hol- 
ding "constructive and res- 
ponsible dialogue” between gov- 
ernment and citizens with the pur- 
pose of wisely handling problems 
affecting all aspects of life in Jor- 
dan. 

Prince Hassan. who was add- 
ressing a group of students at the 
University of Jordan Club, spoke 
about various educational, cul- 


tural. social and poliiicaJ issues of 
concern to the country. 

He also reviewed Jordan's exp- 
eriments in development and its 
role in raising the standard of liv- 
ing in Jordan. 

Referring to democracy and the 
return to parliamentary life in 
Jordan. Prince Hassan said that 
parliament is needed to help boost 
development and progress in var- 
ious sectors. 


"We should bridge the gap bet- 
ween the decision-makers and the 
society and should try to isolate 
economic issues frgpi politics and 
maihtain independence for the 
intellectuals and their work and 
thinking.” he said. 

Prince Hassan said that a com- 
prehensive concept of the edu- 
cational process in Jordan for the 
coming 15 years should be out- 
lined and should include Jor- 
danian students studying abroad. 


Qurma 

region 



more oil 

AMMAN (J-T.) — Oil flowed from 
the third well in quantities Ear exc- 
eeding those that gushed out from 
the first and second wells at 
jurma, near Azraq, as a result or 
intensified drilling in the area, 
according to the Al Ra'i Arabic 
daily newspaper. It said that oil 
appeared after drilling to a depth 
of 3,220 metres and it indicates 
that the well contains commercial 
quantities of crude oil. 

Also, according to the paper, the 
Natural Resources Authority 
4NRA) and the Ministry of Energy 
ha ve started drilling the fourth and 
the fifth wells. 

The first and second wells pro- 
vide 2,000 barrels of oil daily after 
months of drilling in the' jurma 
region.. 

Prime Minister Ahmad Obeidat 
said in a television programme last 
April that prospecting in the 
"Risha” basin has produced ind- 
ications of the presence of oil. 

The third well, where drilling 
began last September, is located 
about five kilometres away from 
the second well, the paper said. 


Arab 

committee 
meets to 
discuss 
Gulf war 

BAG H DAD (Agencies) — Seven 
Arab foreign ministers or senior 
officials met here Sunday to dis- 
cuss a new working plan aimed at 
ending the 52-month-old Iran- 
Iraq war. 

Arab League Secretary- 
General Chadli Kjibi said on arr- 
ival here that the delegates would 
discus*; the plan, aimed at “pus- 
hing forward international efforts 
towards ending the war and ach- 
ieving peace within the framework 
of international legitimacy.'* He 
gave no details of the plan. 

The. other six arc the foreign 
ministers of Iraq. Jordan. Mor- 
occo. North Yemen and Saudi 
Arabia and Tunisia's rep- 
resent alive at the Arab League. 

The .seven-man committee, set 
up al an emergency meeting of 
Arab foreign ministers here last 
March, has made trips to Eur- 
opean and Asian countries that 
have economic lies with Tehran to 
try to persuade them to hah arms 
sales to Iran. 


Palestinian league urges 
world pressure to better 
conditions in Israeli jails 


By Leija G: Deeb 
Reuter 

AMMAN — A group working on 
behalf of Palestinians jailed by 
Israel Sunday urged world pre- 
ssure to get them better conditions 
and to have Israel observe the 
Geneva Conventions on their tre- 
atment. % 

The Defence League of Pri- 
soners of War and Detainees in 
Israeli Prisons, a Palestinian group 
set up last June, produced two 
ex-prisoners at a press conference 
here who described overcrowded 
conditions and bad treatment at 
Israers Juneid prison near the 
occupied West Bank city of Nab- 
lus. 

One of them, Nabil jarahiyeh. 
supporting himself with a walking 
stick, said he had a bullet and pie- 
ces of shrapnel still lodged in his 
back following an operation and 
inadequate treatment consisting 
mainly of pain-killing tablets. 

A league spokesman, who 
would not give his name, said that 
one group of 1 22 Palestinians due 
for release from a camp at Ansar, 
in Lebanon, in a prisoner exc- 
hange deal in November 19K3 
were taken instead to jails in Isr- 
ael. 

"We need help to get states, 
organisations and individuals thr- 
oughout the world to put pressure 
on Israel to apply the Geneva 
| Conventions, particularly t hose 


involving the treatment of civ- 
ilians and prisoners of war,” he 
told the press. 

Mr. Jamhiych and the other 
man introduced as an ex-prisoner. 
Mohammad Abu Laban, said they 
were released after 1 5 years spent 
in various Israeli jails which still 
held some 3,400 Palestinians, at 
least «S0 of them women. 

They said the Juneid prison, 
built as a hospital, now had N50 
prisoners but could not properly 
accommodate more than 500 and 
overcrowding had caused strikes 
and protests there since last Sep- 
tember. 

Prisoners were allowed only 
two hours in fresh air out of 24. 
but the sloping yard they walked 
in was just a * rain-water pool.” 
they said. 

Cells measuring three by four 
metres had to hold 1 2 prisoners, 
forced to eat on the floor in shifts 
and share a cold water shower 
which ran only one hour each day. 

The two men. arrested sep- 
arately in the late 1 960s. accused 
Israeli prison and hospital staff of 
deliberately trying to kill them by 
pulling out glucose drips and by 
torture. 

Mr. Jamhiyeh said that at the 
Ramleh prison hospital a doctor 
poured petrol on his wounds then 
offered him a cigarette and mat- 
ches. 


Seminar 
proposes 
specific 
measures 
to ensure 
road safety 

AMMAN (Petra) — A one-day 
seminar on the safety nf ped- 
estrians. which was held in Zarqa 
on Dec. II. has issued its rec- 
ommendations on how to ensure 
safety on roads in the Kingdom. 

The recommendations called 
tor limiting the speed of buses and 
lorries, increasing the use of public 
transport, prohibiting cars from 
parking on pavements, avoiding 
the use of horns as much as pos- 
sible. and setting up special cen- 
tres for offering free-of-charge 
tests for vehicles. 

The recommendations also cal- 
led for setting up a centre for the 
rehabilitation and training of 
motorists who cause recurrent acc- 
idents and commit serious vio- 
lations. Renewal ol licences of 
such people should not be done 
unless they attend courses at these 
centres and pass their tests, the 
recommendations said. They also 
said that more care should be 
given to the training of bus and 
lorry drivers so as to ensure better 
driving and less accidents. 

Special care should be given to 
the handicapped and their cars 
should bear special signs to help 
facilitate their vehicles' movement 
and the handicapped should be 
helped to reach their destinations 
by allowing them to get off their 
vehicles at the nearest possible 
spot, the recommendations said. 

They said that both parties to an 
accident should be issued copies of 
the police report and that only 
those who prove to have had the 
intention of causing the accident 
on purpose should be referred to 
court and that insurance com- 
panies should be forced by law to 
abide by the provisions contained 
in the insurance policies, and 
make payments on the strength of 
the traffic police report. 

The recommendations said that 
special ' courses should be int- 
roduced into the schools curricula 
for instructing children, on traffic 
law. and called on the authorities 
to plan junctions and roads in a 
manner that would help prevent 
accidents. 

Special parking lots, pla- 
ygrounds and other facilities sho- 
uld be provided in crowded areas 
and parking areas should be built 
near schools, hospitals, cinemas 
and other places to help reduce 
accidents, ihe recommendations 
said. To help report accidents and 
facilitate the arrival nf ambulances 
and police cars, the rec- 
ommendations called for est- 
ablishing special control rooms to 
ensure speedy contacts with the 
concerned parties and called for 
the use of helicopters to help carry 
the injured to hospitals or rush 
paramedics and doctors to the 
scene of accident. 

The recommendations called on 

(Continued on page 2) 


France recalls military attache from 
India amid major espionage scandal 


NEW DELHI (R) — France rec- 
alled its deputy military attache to 
India Sunday after a press report 
that a second French diplomat had 
been deponed after the break up 
of a major spy ring in the country. 

Newspapers said an espionage 
ring of at least 1 2 senior civil ser- 
vants and businessmen sold 
India's most sensitive secrets, inc- 
luding defence arrangements whh 
the Soviet Union, its main wea- 
pons supplier, for as little as a bot- 
tle of whisky. 

The Press Trust of India (PTI) 
said the roundup of suspects, 
which started last Thursday, was 
still in progress and several civil 
servants had gone into hiding. 

The news agency said a number 
of diplomats also were under sur- 
veillance. Orders were, issued at 
international airports to tho- 
roughly screen all departing pas- 
sengers. including foreigners. 

France said it was recalling its 
deputy military attache. Lie- 
utenant Colonel Alain Bolley, an 
aviation expert based in New 


Delhi for four years, for con- 
sultations. 

The announcement by the 
French External Relations Min- 
istry was made after India's largest 
selling newspaper, the Indian 
Express, reported that a French 
diplomat was deponed Saturday. 

The French embassy and the 
Indian External Affairs Ministry 
refused to comment on the report 
or say if a diplomat other than Col. 
Bnllcy had left the country. The 
French statement made no ‘men- 
tion of a deportation. 

PTI said Col. Bolley. who told 
Reuters he learned of his recall 
from reporters, was involved in 
negotiations to supply India with 
40 of the latest French Mirage 
2000 jet fighters. 

But Western diplomats said the 
Soviet Union’s decision to sell 
India its advanced MiG-29 fighter 
dashed French hopes of a bigger 
Mirage order. 

PTI said one of the key files mis- 
sing from Prime Minister Rajiv 


Gandhi's office was a document 
on India' s effort “ to acquire a hig- 
hly sophisticated weapons sys- 
tem.” It gave no other details. 

India has embarked on a mil- 
itary modernisation programme 
costing billions of dollars, setting 
off intense competition between 
the Soviet Union and other arms 
manufacturers including France. 

In a speech to a meeting of rel- 
igious leaders Sunday. President 
Zail Singh said India was con- 
cerned by a threat lo its integrity 
from foreign forces. 

" I am asking these foreign for- 
ces not to interfere in the internal 
affairs of this ancient country and 
also refrain themselves from car- 
rying out their destabilisation des- 
igns.” he said. “ We do not want to 
dominate anyone but at the same 
time wc do not want to be dom- 
inated.” 

He made no reference to the spy 
scandal which has rocked Mr. 
Gandhi* s three-week-old adm- 
inistration. 








2 Home-Middle East news 

Oman expresses fears of 
sabotage in Hormuz Strait 


CAIRO (R) — Sultan ijaboos of Oman said in an 
interview published Sunday that he feared acts of 
sabotage in the Strait of Hormuz and that Iran 
would only act to close the strategic waterway at the 
mouth of the Gulf in desperation. 


Sultan Oaboos told Cairo's 
semi-official daily Al Ahram in an 
interview that Iran, at war with 
neighbouring Iraq since 19RU. 
would not attempt to close the str- 
ait unless it became desperate 
because of a halt in its oil exports 
through the Gulf. 

"Then, there remains the basic 
danger which is an attempt by 
some saboteurs to cam' out this.” 
Sultan * .taboos said, without tde- 
niitying the saboteurs. 

Iran has repeatedly threatened 
to close the strait, through which 
one sixth of the non-Communist 
world - s nil supplies passes. If Iraq 
presents its oil exports from lea- 
ving the Gulf. 

Sultan Oaboos. whose country 
is among Washington's closest 
Arab allies, said Oman would 
react to sabotage in the strait in 
coordination with its five allies in 
the six-nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC). 

'■ If we cannot do anything in the 
GCC. then we must look into enl- 
isting the help of friends... that, of 
course, depends on what we shall 
face.” he said without elaboration. 

The GCC. of which Oman is a 
member, was set up in 19S1 to 


I'-::? 


seek greater military and eco- 
nomic cooperation among Saudi 
Arabia. Kuwait. Qatar. Bahrain 
and the United Arab Emirates. 
They all support Iraq in its war 
against Iran. 

Sultan Oaboos. 44. told AI- 
Ahram that efforts to end the war 
could only succeed through direct 
negotiations with the two adv- 
ersaries by international bodies 
such as the 45-nation Org- 
anisation of Islamic Conference 
(OIC). 

Past OIC mediation efforts, 
together with those of other int- 
ernational organisations, have fai- 
led so far to end the war. 

"In the final analysis, it is all in 
the hands of our brothers in Iraq 
and our neighbours in Iran.” he 
said. 

Sultan Oaboos said he would 
visit Egypt in April. 

Turning to the Arab-Israeii 
conflict. Sultan Oaboos urged 
Jordan and Mr. Yasser Arafat's 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLOl to agree on a joint app- 
roach for negotiating a settlement 
with Israel. 

He said Jordan should first res- 
tore the West Bank from Israel 



BaghdadV 

i'raIS' 


I WAR ZONEI 


IRAN 


JO RDAN TIMES, MONDAY JANUARY 21, 1985 

Aden, Sana’a agree 
to boost cooperation 


and then agree with the PLO on 
the form of relationship they want 
to exist between them, ‘‘a fed- 
eration. a confederation, an ind- 
ependent Palestinian state of wha- 
tever.” 

•*A clear and unified agreement 
(between Jordan and the PLO) is 
the only thing that can persuade 
the United States to take a serious 
move for solving the problem." 
Sultan Oaboos said. 

“If there was no unified 
Jordanian-Palestinian agreement, 
then we have no right to ask Ame- 
rica to find magic solutions for our 
problems.” the Sultan added. 

Ke also said that it would be 
difficult for U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan to adopt a more positive 
stand concerning the Middle East 
problem while the Arabs were div- 
ided. 

Sultan Oaboos advised the Jor- 
danians and the Palestinians not to 
wait for approval from the gov- 
ernments of the divided Arab 
World. 

“If we waited such unanimous 
approval, then I think we would 
loose what remained from our ter- 
ritories for good.” 

Egypt, 

S.Korea 

discuss 

Mideast 

CAIRO (R) — The foreign min- 
isters of Egypt and North Korea 
held talks Sunday on ways to boost 
bilateral ties and on the. Middle 
East, officials said. 

They said Foreign Minister 
Esraat Abdul Mnguid and his 
North Korean counterpart Kim 
Yong-Nam also discussed the 
Gulf war. prospects for the reu- 
nification of North and South 
Korea and the Non-Aligned Mov- 
ement of which both countries are ; 
members. 

-Saudi Arabia, 
Jordan end 
radio, TV talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — Saudi 
Arabian-Jordanian talks on coo- 
rdinating radio waves and tel- 
evision channels ended in Riyadh 
Saturday evening. 

Director General of Radio Jor- 
dan Nasouh Ai Majaii who led the 
Jordanian team to the talks said at 
the end of the meerings that the 
talks aimed at ensuring non- 
interference between various 
wavelengths and also cooperation 
in exchanging programmes. 

A Saudi Arabian technical team 
is expected to visit Jordan this 
week to' take part in a survey con- 
ducted by the Jordanian engineers 
on radio and television channels in 
use over Saudi Arabia and Jordan. 
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9m Ethiopians are now famine victims 


NAIROBI. Kenya (AP) — Eth- 
iopian leader Mengistu Haile Mar- 
iam says 9 million of his cou- 
ntrymen are in a "horrifying con- 
dition" due to famine, raising the 
number of officially estimated 
drought victims by 1.25 million 
since early December. 

Col. Mengistu made the . dis- 
closure Friday at a conference of 
ruling Marxist Party cadres inv- 
olved in the resettlement of more 
than 1 million people from nor- 
thern famine-stricken areas of the 
Horn of Africa country. His 27- 
minure speech was broadcast by 
the state radio and a monitoring 
report of it was made available to 
the Associated Press late Sat- 
urday. 

“The lives of not less than 9 mil- 
lion of our compatriots are in a 
horrifying condition." said Col. 
Mengistu. who blamed the inc- 
rease from 7.75 million on the 
small volume of rain in November 


and its “lopsided distribution” 
due to changing weather patterns. 

He acknowledged that eme- 
rgency relief shipments of food, 
medicine and clothing were rea- 
ching only 5 million of the 9 mil- 
lion enduring drought-related 
shortages. Foreign voluntary age- 
ncy officials have put the figure 
even lower, citing the difficult ter- 
rain. limited transport and rebel 
control of some of the worst hit 
areas of the Tigre and Eritrea reg- 
ions. 

The 44-year-old lieutenant col- 
onel. who has been in undisputed 
power since 1977. asserted that 
the only way to overcome the cur- 
rent disaster was by resettling 
large numbers of people to fertile 
areas with ample water from reg- 
ions hit by prolonged drought, 
where fields have been degraded 
due to erosion. 

His controversial resettlement 
scheme, which envisages shifting 


1.5 million people by December 
1985. has met with a cool rec- 
eption so far from many Western 
donor nations whose support is 
seen as being necessary to make 
the programme a success. 

Apparently with those donors 
in mind. Col. Mengistu stressed 
that the “principal objective of the 
resettlement programme is the 
saving of lives.” 

Some Western diplomats in 
Ethiopia question the degree of 
the participants' free choice, spe- 
culating that some might be coe- 
rced in order to deprive sec- 
essionist rebels of a population 
base. 

Others see the need to relocate 
large numbers to land that can 
support them, but believe the 
Mengistu government is moving 
too quickly without providing 
adequate preparation at the new 
sites. 


ADEN (R) — North and South 
Yemen have agreed to boost coo- 
peration to exploit- their natural 
resources. South Yemeni Pre- 
sident Ali Nasser Mohammad said 
Sunday. 

He told reporters agreement 
was reached in talks with North 
Yemeni leader Ali Abdullah 
Saleh, who arrived here une- 
xpectedly Saturday night. 

Mr. Mohammad did not ela- 
borate. Last month. North Yemen 
said it had struck oil in commercial 
quantities in the Alef Field close 
to its border with Marxist South 
Yemen. 

Last year, the two countries 
agreed to start work on a 540- 
mil lion project to carry out seismic 
and topographical studies in the 
two Red Sea states. The project is 
due to start this month. 

The official Aden News Agency 
reported Sunday that the two lea- 
ders had left for the North Yemeni 
town ofTa'z for talks on speeding 


up plans to merge institutions in 
the two' countries. 

Meanwhile South Yemeni and 
, Omani officials mcl in Muscat 
Sunday for talks aimed at settling 
a dispute over their border. 
Omani government officials said. ‘ 

Oman and South Yemen agreed 
in 1 982 to end more than a decade 
of hostility but still have not fixed 
much of their joint boundary, 
which passes from the Indian 
Ocean inland through sparsely 
populated, rocky hills. 

South Yemen supported an ins- 
urrection which began in 1964 in 
Oman's Dhofar province, bor- 
dering on South Yemen. 

Kuwait and the United Arab 
Emirates mediated ihe 1982 agr- 
eement and sent representatives 
to Sunday's negotiations. Oman 
Radio said it was the first time the 
neighbouring countries had agr- 
eed to meet in one of their cap- 
itals. previous meetings having 
been held in neutral territory. 


Safety measures outlined 


(Continued from page 1) 

the public and the authorities to 
support the work and activities of 
all organisations concerned over 
the prevention of road accidents. 
They said that support and help 
will enable these organisations to 
hold seminars and conferences on 
the prevention of road accidents. 
The recommendations called on 
the authorities to install tel- 
ephones along roads for eme- 
rgency calls, and to support the 


work and programmes of the Jor- 
danian Society for the Prevention 
of Road Accidents. 

The recommendations called 
for minimising the application of 
tribal customs following the occ- 
urrence of accidents so that mot- 
orists will not take advantage of 
the tolerance in such tribal cus- 
toms and allow accidents to inc- 
rease on the roads. They also cal- 
led lor publicly appreciation for 
those who report accidents or help 
cany injured people to hospital. 


Rebels move southward as fighting intensifies in south Sudan 


By Philip Shehadi 

Reuter . 

JUBA. Sudan — ' Rebels of 
Sudan's Southern Peoples Lib- 
eration Army (SPLA) are moving 
south toward this key provincial 
capital as their fight againsL the 
government of President Jaafar 
Numeiri intensifies with no pol- 
itical solution in sight. 

The rebels control much of the 
southern Sudanese countryside, 
according to foreign aid sources 
here, although they hold no major 
towns or cities. Their move into 
Equatoria province, which str- 
addles thdCSudanese border from 
the Central African Republic of 
Ethiopia, is a new development 
worrying officials here and in 
Khartoum. 

Heavy fighting has been rep- 
orted in the province over the post 
two weeks and two days ago the 
Sudanese News Agency said two 
unidentified planes attacked army 
positions near Lafon. 200 kil- 
ometres east of Juba. 

It was the first time Sudan says 
rebels are backed by Libya and 
Ethiopia were reported to have 
enjoyed air cover in their two-year 
old bush war. Their hit-and-run 
auacks on convoys and garrisons 
have caused heavy army cas- 
ualties. according to diplomatic 


sources. 

Equatoria' s Deputy Governor 
Francis Wajo said the rebels 
began trickling in last month, set- 
tling at Terekaka. 80 kilometres 
north of Juba and at Lafon. 

Juba residents say the army is 
digging trenches in the scrubby 
dry land north and east of the city. 
Tight security is evident at bridges 
and the airport, the dry's last rem- 
aining link with the north after 
fighting cut roads and Nile, ste- 
amer traffic last fall. 

• Equatoria province saw the 
worst fighting in the 17-year old 
civil war that opposed the largely 
Christian. African south and the 
Arab. Islamic north from 1955 to 
1972. 

But in the current conflict the 
rebels' advance last month was 
their first into Equatoria. whose 
tribes have been cool toward the 
movement since it began in 19 S3. 

Led by an American-educated 
Ph.D., ex-CoIonel John Garang. 
the SPLA draws nearly all its 
1 0.000-odd fighters from the huge 
Dinka tribe in the Upper Nile and 
Buhar AI Ghazal provinces north 
of Equatoria. The Dinka form 
almost two million of the south’s . 
six million inhabitants. 

Speaker of the Equatoria Ass- 
embly Pacifico Lado Lolik said 
that while the Dinka were "almost 


without exception supporting 
Garang... this region (Equatoria) 
doesn't get involved in rebelling 
against Numeiri 

The SPLA's avowed aim. in 
contrast to that of secessionist sou- 
thern rebels of the Any any a Mov- 
ement during the civil war. is to 
topple Mr. Numeiri and “lib- 
erate” all of Sudan. 

Foreign observers here say local 
resentment against the Dinka. 
who dominated the south's reg- 
ional government from 1972 to 
I9N3, may be- a problem -for the. 
SPLA in Equatqrips-.-r. . 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

The Dinkas were widely acc- 
used of corruption and nepotism 
when they ran the south, which 
Mr. Numeiri has since divided into 
three separate provinces. Dinkas 
saw the division as a plot to wea- 
ken the souLh while Equaiorians 
generally support it. 

Southerners are united in their 
hostility to Sharia (Islamic Law), 
which Mr. Numeiri introduced in 
September 1983. even though it 
has not vet been applied here. 

Lado Lolik said the Equatoria 
Assembly had written to Mr. 
Numeiri to say Sharia would not 
be accepted in the south. “The 


president has not written back one 
word.” he added. 

Sudanese Vice-President Jos- 
eph Lagu. himself a southerner, 
told Reuters in a recent interview 
that Sharia had “ brought the sou- 
therners closer together.” 

Discontent has been simmering 
for years over the slow pace pi 
development in the south. Pov- 
erty. unemployment, education 
and infrastructure are officially 
acknowledged to be worse than in 
the north. 

. „ The discovery of oil in Upper 
Nile. province in the late 1 970s was 
viewed' as a potential boon to the 
region, until the government ann- 
ounced pfans-to pipe the oil north 
and export it. 

Some of the first SPLA attacks 
were aimed at the U.S. company 
Chevron, charged with executing 
the project. Last February, rebels 
from an SPLA splinter group att- 
acked a Chevron camp near Ben- 
tiu and killed three employees. 
Work has not resumed since. 

The rebels also halted the Jon- 
gleid Canal Project, intended to 
increase the flow’ of the Nile nor- 
thward, when they attacked a 
worksite last February and took 
four workers with the French 
company CCI hostage. They are 
still being held. 


In November. Mr. Numeiri cal- 
led on the SPLA and smaller sou- 
thern rebel groups to negotiate. 
Only one small group, the sec- 
essionist Anyanya 2 Movement 
led by Willian Abdullah Choi, 
appears to have actually done so. 

Western diplomats in Kha- 
rtoum said Mr. Choi began talking 
when the SPLA surrounded his 
500-odd supporters at Wa'at in 
the Upper Nile province and eff- 
ectively deprived them of ope- 
rational capability. No results ot 
the talks were announced. 

A. more intriguing attempt at 
reaching a settlement took place 
last month through the int- 
ervention of British executive 
“Tiny” Rowland and Saudi bus- 
inessman Adnan Khashoggr. Acc- 
ording to SPLA radio, they bro- 
ught proposals from Mr. Numeiri 
to the rebels offering Garang the 
post of vice-president and' the 
appointment ol six southern min- 
isters. 

The radio said the oiler was rej- 
ected. Both businessmen have 
extensive interests in Sudan and 
would benefit from a return to 
peace in the south. 

Diplomats say the SPLA is 
more interested in talking to Mr. 
Numeins non hern opponents in 
the hope of expanding its base. 


TV & RADIO 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FOR THE TRAVELLER USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

MAIN CHANNEL 

17:00 Koran 

17:10 Cartoon* 

17:30 Children >■ Programme 

17:50 Children’s Programme 

18 : IS Children's Programme 

18:40 .. .. Wonderful World of Plants 
I9RH) .. A Programme on Road Safety 

10:30 Programme Review 

19:40 News Programme 

20:00 .News in Arabic 

20:30 Arabic Senes 

21:25 Tomorrow's Programmes 

21:40 V artClies 

23:00 News in Arabic 

FOREIGN CHANNEL 

18:00 French Programme 

19:00 Nrvkv »n French 

19:15 Sport 

19:30 News in Hebrew 

20:00 News in Arabic 

20:30 Maggie Sritx' 

21:00 Health Beat 

21:10 Mansfield Park 

2 i 00 News in English 

23:10 The Yellow Rose 


RADIO JORDAN 

■S‘55 KHz. AM A JO MHz. F.M 
A partly on 0560 KHz. 5H’ 

>7:00 Light Music 

>7:30 Newtdcsk 

W:00 Morning Show 

10:00 News Summary 

10:05 .. . _ Morning Show 

11:00 Pop Session 

2:00 News Summary 

2:05 Pop Session 

13:00 News Summary 

3:03 Pop Session 

4:00 News Bulletin 

4:10 Instrumentals 

4:30 O'er a Cup of Tea 

5:00 Concert Hour 

4:00 News Summary 

&05 Instrumentals 

6:30 Old Favourites 

7:00 Classical Show Case 

7:30 Pop Session 

8:00 News Summary 

8:05 Sports Round-up 

8:30 Arabian Nights 

9:00 Newsdesk 

9:30 Date with a Star 

0:00 Evening Show 

1:00 .. News Summary 

1:55 News Summary 

3:00 News Summary 

4:00 - News Headlines 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 

63Q. 7 20. 14/3 KHz 

06:00 Ncwsdcsk 06:30 Puckoan 06:45 
Letter from London 06^5 Reflections 
07:00 World News 07:09 Twenty-Four 
Hours: News Summary 07:30 Letterbox 
07:45 Recording of the Week 08:00 
Newsdesk 0&30 Plato to Naio 09:00 
World News 09ri)9 Twcnty-For Hours: 
News Summary 09:30 Sarah and Com- 
pany 10:00 World News 10:09 Ref- 
lections 10:15 The Hitch-Hiker 10:30 
Anything Goes 11:00 World News 1 1:09 
British Press Review 11:15 Waveguide 
11:25 Good Books 11:40 Look Ahead 
11:45 Peebles' Choice 12:00 News 
Summary 12:15 Science in Action 12:30 
Music Now 13:00 World News 13:09 
News About Britain 13:15 The Art of 
Gerald Moore 13:30 Album Time 14:00 
Radio Newsreel 14:15 Ouotc. Unquote 
14:45 Sports Round-up 15:00 Work! 
News 15:09 Twcnlv-Four Hours: News 
Summary 15:30 Tippett At SO 16:00 
Outlook 10:45 Talk 17:00 Radio New- 
sreel 17:15 Feature 17:45 The An of 
Gerald Moore 18:00 World News 18:09 
Commentary 18:15 Putting Politics in iu 
P lace 18:30 Sweet Soul Music 18:45 The 
World Today 19:00 World News 19:09 
Book Choice 19:15 Jazz Score 19:45 
Sports Round-up 20:00 NewsdcSk 20:30 
Wives And Daughters 21:00 Outlook 
21:39 Stock Market Report 21:45 Pee- 
bles' Choice 22:00 World News 22:09 
Twenty-Four Hours: News Summary 
22:30 Sports International 23:00 Net- 
work UK. 23:15 Short Takes Rock Salad 
23 JO Rock Salad 24:00 World News; 
The World Today 0th25 Book Choice 
00:30 Financial News 00:40 Reflections 
00i4£ Sports Round-up 01:15 Sweet 
Soul Music 01:30 Ouote. L'nquoie 


VOICE OF AMERICA 

.WIV 1260 <S Sir 7200. 0365. 11740. 
1 1925 end 15210 KH; 

06:00 V'OA Morning: News. Informal 
Presentation of Popular Music with Fea- 
ture Reports. Interviews. Answers «o 
Listeners' Ones lions. Science Digest. 
Sports News at 30 minutes past the 
hour. 17:00 News 17:10 Newsline 17J0 
Musk USA 18:00 News 18:10 Focus 
18:30 Special English News and Fea- 
tures 1940 News 19:10 Newsline 19:30 
Magazine Show 20:00 News 20: ! 0 Focus 
29:30 Special English News and Fea- 
tures 21:00 Newsline America 21:30 
Musk USA 22:90 News and Editorial 
22:15 Music USA Ja 22 23:00 VQA 
World Report 


TODAY'S EVENTS 


EXHIBITION 

’ An exhibition of paintings on silk by 
amst Ikbai Shukri at the Royal Cultural 
Centre (untit Jan. 271. 

PLAY 


' A local play fThc Choice 1 at the Royal 
Cultural Centre (until Jan. 30). 


CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royul Cultural Centre .. tel. 661026*7 

American Centre 44371 

American Centre Library 4)520 

British Council - 36147-8 

French Cultural Centre 37009 

Goethe Institute 41993 

Soviet Cultural Centre J42U3 

Spanish Cultural Centre 24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 39777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667 1 St 

Y.W.C.A - 4)793 

Y.W.M-A - 664251 

Amman Municipal Library .... 56(11 
University of Jordan Library 643555 


MUSEUMS 

Fotklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 yean old. Also mosaics 
In>m Madaba and Jerash (Jib iu l*ih 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5 
p.m. Year-round. TeL 51760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: Hasan 
excellent collection of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal Al Oaf a (Citadel HiB). 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.si. - 5.UU p.m. 
(Fridays and official holidays lO.OOa.m. 
4.0U p.m->. Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gallery: Contains a col- 
lection or paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lpture by contemporary Islamic artists 
from most of the Muslim countries and a 
collection of paintings by I9lh Century 
orientalist artists. Mumazah. Jabal 
Luwcibdeh. Opening hours: lO.OOa.m. 
1.30 p.m. and 3.30 p.m. - 6.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 30I2X. 

Martyrs* Memorial (Military Museum): 
Collection of military memorabilia dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 19)6. 
Sports City. Amman. Opening hours 9 
a.m.-J p.m. Closed Saturdays. Tel. 
664240 


Popular Late of Jordan Museum: 1 0U to 
150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. -5.00 p.m. 
Closed Tusdays. Tel. 37169. 


SERVICE CLUBS 

Lions Amman Club. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn. 1 .30 p.m. 

Lions PhfladdpJiia Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon HuteL 7.30 p.m 
Philadelphia Rotary Club. Meerings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1 :30 p.m. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2.00 p m. 
Royal Automobile Club. Jabal Amman. 
Eighth Circle Tel. M 5261. 


CHURCHES 

Si. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, icl. 24590. 

Church of (he Annunciation (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luwcibdeh. 37440. 

Do )■ Salle Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hus win. 661757. 

Church of the Ann one union (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. 23541. 

Aagtican Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jubal Amman. 253K3. 
Armenian Catholic Church Ashrafieh. 
77)331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashrafieh, 
775261. 

St- Kphraim Church (5ynan Orthodox) 
Ashrafieh, 771751. 

Amman International Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmctsam. KJ653J. 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:57 

06:23 

11:50 ..... 
14:55 -- 

17:18 

18:44 


AMMAN AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Alia inf- 
ormation department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport tel. lUhi 53250, 
where it should always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 


Fajr 

(Sunrise* Doha 

Dhuhr 

. - *Asr 

Maghreb 

' Ivha 


.09:30 ... 
09:45 .... 
09:45 ... 

Aqaba (RJ) 

Kuwait (RJ) 

09:55 .... 
09:55 .... 

— Muscat. Bahrain ( RJ j 

10:00 .... 
10:20 ... 

Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Beirut (RJ) 

10:20 ... 
10:50 .... 
14:40 ... 
15:10 .... 
16:35 .... 
18:30 ... 

- Cairo (M5i 

Lomoca. Damascus (RJ) 

Kuwait IKU) 

Balgrade. Istanbul (Jb| 

1&30 


18:45 ... 


22:30 .... 
00:45 .... 

Baghdad (RJ) 

01:10 ... 

Bachdad (RJ1 

DEPARTURES 

05:45 .... 




1*45 ..... 

11:00 

11:30 .... 

Beirut (ME A) 

, New Yotk. Amsterdam (RJ1 

14:30 .... 
14:40 „.. 
16:40 .... 

Cairo (RJ) 

17:25 .... 



19:30 . . 
19:40 .... 

Damascus. Larnaca 1 RJ) 

19:40 

20:90 ... 
20:1$ ... 

7. Doha. Muscut (RJJ 

Bahrain. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

„ Jeddah (RJi 

20:15 . .. 
20:45 .... 

Dubai (RJ) 

21:10 ... 
232& ... 

.• Baghdad (RJ) 

Cano (MS) 

2>J0 .... 

.. Lisbon. Km de Janeiro (lA) 


. MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-line ships docking at Aqaba 
port • 

— Rubin 

— Kola Wirama 

— Blue Nile 

— Villc De mirage 

— Jala Govino 

— Trigkiv 

— Kapuan Karainsktj 

Amin Kawar and Sons Company. Tel: 
22324 (six lines) t your service. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
■Meteorology. 

It will be partly cloudy with medium and 
high clouds and dusLy condition will 
prevail in some areas. Southeasterly 
moderate winds will be changing to sou- 
thwesterly moderate, in Aqaba, it will 
he dusty, with northerly moderate winds 
and calm seas. 

Litwlhigh temperature m deg. C. 

Amman -VI S 

Aqaba 1 1/2! 

Deserts 3/J6 

Jordan Valley 1 0/20 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 17. Aqaba 21. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 25 per cent, Aqobu 27 
per cent. 

MONEY EXCHANGE 


! jural scIHhuv rates in fils 

Belgian franc 

... 63.9/ 

64.3 

Dmch guilder 

. 113.7/ 

114.4 

Egyptian guinea 

. 306.6/ 

310.6 

French franc 

.. 41 .W 

42.2 


. 343.61 

350 

Italian lire (lor I0tl) ... 

20. fW 

21 

Japanese yen (for Iflrt) 

... ifKJr 

160.9 

Kuwaiti dinar 

.. 133U 

1335.6 

Lcbaoese lira 

... 40.2f 

41.1 

Otnnni rival 

11701 

1176.6 

Ootari nyal 

. 1 1 1.5* 

112. 1 

Saudi rival 

.... 114/ 

114.7 

Swedish cnvwn 

... 44.6/ 

44.9 

Swiss franc 

152.6' 

153.6 


31/ 

3.S 

UAfc dirham 

110.6# 

III. 4 

I’.K sterling pound 

45X..V 

461.1 

U.S. dollar 

4t)b 51 

40K.0 

W. German mark 

I2K.5> 

129J 


EMERGENCIES 

Ambulance 193.775111 

First aid, fire, police 199 

Blood hank 775121 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 22090-3 

Police rescue 192. 21111. 37777 

Police headquarters 3914 1 

Traffic police 56390-1 

Electric Tower Co 363 N I -2 

Municipal water service 771125-8 

Oueen Alia Int. Airport .. (OX) 53333 

HOSPITALS 

Hu&scin Medical Centre .. 8 13813-32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Aran .. 442*1 -4 
Akileh Maternity. J. Amman . 42441 

Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

Mailtos. J. Amman 36140 

Palestine. Shmeunni to>4i7l-4 

Shmctsam Hiwpital 664131 

University Hospital S45XJ5 

Dar Al-Shilo. J. Hussein ... 66715* 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227-9 1 

The Islamic. Abdali 6ti52u2 

Al-Ahli. Abdali - 664164 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 777)1)1-3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafieh 77511 1 

Army, Mark* 4t6( ) 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Tayscer AI Hudliud 671246 

Dr. Nsbth Huinawi 773806 


Mrcish phurmaev 

. 770<i|0 

Grand Arabian pharmacy 

. . 24051 

Al Jalaa’ pharmacs 

. 2422s 

Nahdha pharmacy 

. . “7S22 

Assaf pharmacy 

.. 532M 

Al Rawahdch pharmacy . .. 

... MiftlJ3.i 

TAXIS: 


Vmccta taxi .. .. 

. 44SM 

Mihvar taxi 

44.S7J 

Shmeisani taxi 

0*5294 

Ascm taxi 

#44503 



Amman uui . . . 

51424 

IRBID 


Dr. Ibrahim Al Kabadt . .. 

. .. 72796 

Bashar pharmacy 

. ... 3743 


ZARyA: 

Dr. Ahdul Karim Al Rhashasliiicli 

9SJH22 

AI Hikmu pharmacy ( — i 

Freij pharmacy t — i 

GENERAL 

Jordan Tclcv tsion ... 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 77-* 1 1 1 

Ministry ot Tourism 4231) 

Hotel complaints o6o4|2 

Price complaints 6t.|| 76 

Telephone: 

Information 12 

Jordan and Middle East vails . m 

Overseas calls IT 

Cdhlc or telegram . . 

Rcpjrr service II 


MARKET PRICES 


L'pperihiwer price in 

fils per kg. 

Lemon 

.... ( 2(1 • 90 

Apple (dnublc rud) 

.. 2SO. 200 

Lettuce (per onv) 

... 1*9) KM 

Apple (golden) 

.. 250 200 

Maikvw 

. . 2#u • 220 

Apple (narkcnl 

.. 250 r 201) 

Mandarin 

... 200 IM1 

Banana 

.. 2W).' 240 

Marrow (large 1 

. . M). 5U 

Banana (Muknmmorl 

.240 / 210 

Marrcm (small) 

. 130' 90 

Beans 

.. 270/230 

Onion Idrv) 

• 150' 120 

Broad beans 

.. 620 ' 540 

Onion (green) 

_. I4H. 100 

Cabbage 

.100/ 70 

Oranges (Abu Surra) 

.... 250 • 200 

Chestnut ; 

. 640 . 570 

Oranges (Shammouti) .. . 

. .200- 160 

Gif mi (yellow) 

.110/ 80 

Parsley 

.... .50' 80 

Carrot (black) 

. 1-10* 100 

Pear, (American) _... . 

... 54(1 48(J 

Cauliflower 

.100/ 7IJ 

Pepper (sweet) 

. 360 • 500 

Cucumber (latgc) 

.2007 160 

Pepper (hot green) .. . 

. 300 ' 250 

Cucumber (small) 

. 340 / 280 

' Potatoes (Incalt 

260 1 220 

Eggplant (huge) 

■ 110/ fiO 

Radishes 

.... 90/ 60 

Eggplant (small) 

. 150/ 120 

Spinach 

. . 90' 60 

Garlic 

. 150/ 120 

Tomatoes .... - . 

. 120* 90 

Grapefruit 

. 130/ 100 

Turn*p 

... I3H intf 
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Irbid Industrial estate 
tender to be floated soon 
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AMMAN (Petra) — The Ind- 
ustrial Estates Corporation (IEC) 
is planning to float a tender next 
month for carrying out the Irbid 
industrial estate project, acc- 
ording to the -IEC director gen- 
eral, Dr. Fayez A1 Suheimat, who- 
said that the final designs and the 
tender documents will be ready 
during April. 

Dr. Suheimat said that the imp- 
lementation of the project is wit- 
hin the corporation’s goals aiming 
at distributing .Jordanian ind- 
ustries throughout the various 
areas of the Kingdom. The Irbid 
industrial estate project will be 
built near the’ Yannouk Uni- 
versity permanent site on an area 
of 411 dunums and will be fin- 


anced from the corporation’s sou- 
rces in addition to a loan from the 
Saudi Fund for Development. 

The project comprises buildings 
for the- head offices, a vocational 
training centre, health clinics, off- 
ices for banks, police and civil def- 
ence centres, a petrol station, 
commercial centre and an exh- 
ibition for industrial projects. 

Basic services such as water, 
electricity, telephones, telexes, 
sewerage and a waste water tre- 
atment plane will also be provided 
to the project. Dr. Suheimat 
added that a housing project for 
employees will be set up on an 
area near to the project, which is 
expected to be fully completed 
before the end of 1987. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


ALIA OPENS EXHIBITION: Her Hlg- toral Centre an exhibition of paintings on silk by 
hness Princess Alia Sunday opens at the Royal Cul- artist Ikbal Shukri (Petra photo) 


UAH police college chief due today ■ Ministry Staff It£lly tO 103.I1 $40lll fOF 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director general of the police college in the fOlIT t/lWIlhi thermal station turbines 


AMMAN (Petra) — Director general of the police college in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE), Colonel Saqer Ghabbash, is dne 
here Monday on a several day visit to Jordan during which he will 
meet with the Public Security Department Director Lieutenant 
General Diab Yousef. Col. Ghabbash will visit a number of police 
institutions and training centres in the country. 

WHO team tours health centres 

AMMAN (Petra) — A three-man delegation from World Health 
Organisation (WHO) Sunday visited several medical - centres in 
Amman and the suburbs. The team was briefed on the various 
medical services offered to the public by the centres. 

SSC offers hotel discount 

WADI MUSA (Petra) — A discount of up to 50 per cent will be 
made available to Jordanians at the Amra and Petra Forum hotels 
according to sources from the Tourist Investment department at 
the Social Security Corporation which owns the two hotels. This 
was announced Sunday during a tour to Petra organised by the 
SSC administration for Jordanian journalists. This is part of a 
campaign by the department to promote domestic tourism. 

Students tour Egyptian drug factories 

AMMAN (Petra) — Thirty students from the University of Jor- 
dan’s Faculty of Pharmacy are currently on a training trip to Egypt 
accompanied by faculty staff members. The students are visiting a 
number of drug factories in both Jordan and Egypt as part of their 
training programme. 


tour tawjihi 
exam halls 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Officials from 
the Ministry of Education Sunday 
toured halls in which tawjihi stu- 
dents are taking the first term 
exam. According to the ministry s 
director of examinations. Dr. 
Ahmad Ai Bashaireh.in Amman 
region the students are taking the 
exams in 34 centres provided with 
all conveniences such as heating 
and lighting. These centres, he 
said, are located in Amman. Jub- 
eiha. and Sweileh. 

A total of 45,700 students are 
taking the tawjihi exams which 
began Saturday in the East Bank 
and will continue until next Sun- 
day, according to Dr. Bashaireh. 
Marking of the papers will begin 
on Monday Jan. 28. he said. 

Tawjihi students are sitting for 
the literary, scientific, com- 
mercial. industrial, agricultural, 
hotel, nursing and postal streams. 
Of these students, he said, a total 
of 1 2,098 are taking the exam fol- 
lowing private studies. 


AMMAN ( Petra) — Italy will give 
Jordan a $40 million' loan to help 
finance the purchase of materials 
and services needed for the ins- 
tallation of turbines in the Aqaba 
Thermal Power Station, according 
to an agreement signed by the two 
sides in Amman Sunday. 

The project consists of two the- 
rmal generating units each of 130 
megawatts and provides for laying 
a 400 kilovolt-line to link Aqaba 
with the main transformer sration 
south of Amman. 

The project, expected to be 
operational by 1986. will help 
provide more power in view of the 
increasing demand for electricity 


49 northern villages receive 
electricity during last year 


AMMAN (Petra). — A total of 49 
villages in Irbid Govemoratewere 
provided with electricity during 
1 984. Out of this number. 32 were 
financed by a Soviet loan, acc- 
ording to Irbid Electricity Com- 
pany sources. 


The sources added that 82 more 
villages will be electrified this 
year, to also be financed by for- 
eign loans. The sources said that 

the company is planning to instal a 
computer system. 


Public warned not to bathe in open water 

Ministry discovers 13 
more bilharzia cases 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Health Ministry Sunday 
announced the discovery of 13 more cases of bil- 
harzia in Jordan. Dr. Suleiman Qub’ain, director of 
basic health welfare at the Health Ministry, said that 
the new cases are classified as urinary tract bilharzia 
and that they have all been found in Karak Gov- 
ern orate. 

The source of ihe infection, he occasions to determine whether 
said, was Al Hasa stream, near AI the disease was contracted in Jor- 
Babait a springs, where many pj?o- dan. Dr. Oub'ain said. He said 
pie are in (he habit of baihing from that once sick people' Have been 
time to time. Health Ministry identified, they receive free tre- 
teams have also discovered bil- atment in the form of pills, taken 


harzia snails in the water and these only once. 


cause the urinary tract bilharzia 
disease, he said. Five other cases 
were discovered in Jordan a week 
ago. 

According to Dr. Oub’ain. bil- 


ln the meantime, the Ministry 
of Health is continually making 
tests on water samples from the 
Jordan Valley, springs and rivers 
to determine if they contain any 


harzia is a parasitic disease that bilharzia snails and if they are 


for development projects and ind- 
ustry. according to a spokesman 
for the Ministry of Planning. He 
said that several Arab funds, the 
World Bank, the West German 
Development Bank as well as the 
Organisation of Petroleum Exp- 
orting Countries fund have con- 
tributed to the project. Italy had 
earlier provided a $20 million loan 
for the same project, the spo- 
kesman added. 

The agreement was signed by 
Minister of Planning Abdullah 
Nsour and Italy’s Ambassador to 
Jordan Marquis Fabrizio Rossi 
Longhi. 


can live in (he human body and 
that the water in which the snails 
live is the direct source for inf- 
ection. 

He said that the main source of 
infection is through the skin and 
people contract the disease by 
swimming in the water, walking or 
working in it barefoot. According 
to Dr. Oub’ain. the disease affects 
the human body after the snails 
have settled in the veins or the 
urinary tract. He said that the 
symptoms of bilharzia infected 
persons include a pain in the pelvis 
and irritation when urinating and 
sometimes blood in urine. Dr. , 
Oub' ain said that bilharzia is end- 1 
emic in a number of neighbouring 
Arab countries and has come to | 
Jordan through migrating birds 
and infected non-Jordanian lab- 
ourers employed in the Kingdom. 

Medical tests 

The Health Ministry's teams' 
conduct tests on all people arr- 
iving in Jordan from^ countries i 
with the disease. Also, if they 
work in the water areas of the Jor- 
dan Valley, they have to undergo 
several other tests on different , 


found, they are immediately eli- that the Ministry of Health has 
minated. Dr. Oub’ain said. - He located 28 sites where water has 
added that a campaign for the eli- " been found to be infested with bil- 


or near them and suggested that 
parents prevent their children 
from playing near open streams. If 
labourers arc obljged to work near 
streams, it would be preferable if 
they wear long waterproof boots 
to protect themselves from bil- 
harzia snails, he said. 

Dr. Qub’ain denied a report in 
the local press a few days ago that 
the Ministry of Health plans to 
vaccinate people against bilharzia. 
No vaccine has yet been found to 
give immunity against the disease, 
he said. 

28 infested sites 

Health Minister Kamel Ajlouni 
was asked to comment on the pre- 
sence of bilharzia cases in Jordan 
during a Lower House- of Par- 
liament meeting Monday. He said 
that the Ministry of Health has 
located 28 sites where water has 


mination of bilharzia snails Jd 
underway in 22 water sites in Jor- 
dan. 

Dr. Oub'ain called on all cit- 
izens to refrain from bathing in the 
Hasa waters and all other water 
sites. He also suggested that the 
public do not place their hands or 
feet in the water or wash or clean 
.item in it because the skin will be 
exposed to the disease. He also 
called on people to refrain from 
urinating in open streams of water 


harzia snails and there were nnlv 
nine bilharzia cases of which 
had been cured, in the couni i\ 
The Ministry ot Health h. 
warned (he public against using, 
washing or baihing in the infested 
areas where, he said, the mini sir- 
is trying to eliminate the snails at 
their danger. He said that the min- 
istry is cooperating with the World 
Health Organisation and the Uni- 
versity of Jordan to try and eli- 
minate the disease. 


Jordan, Iraq decide to 
sign agriculture protocol 


BAGHDAD (J.T.) — Jordan and 
Iraq have agreed to sign a protocol 
on cooperation in agricultural fie- 
lds. Agreement on this protocol 
came during a meeting between 
Minister of' Industry and Trade 
Jawad Al Anani and his Iraqi cou- 
nterpart in Baghdad. 

In a statement to the Jordanian 


News Agency. Petra. Dr. Anani 
said (hat the talks with Iraqi off- 
icialscentred on the establishment 
of a joint Jordanian- Iraqi ind- 
ustrial company to be set up in 
Amman with an initial capital of 
JD 20 million. He said that Iraq 
and Jordan have endorsed joint 
light industries which will be set up 
in the two countries.- 
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IN HOSPITALS, SPEED DIALING CAN BEAMATTER OFUFEAND DEATH. 


IN CRITICAL MOMENTS, INSTANT COMMUNI 
CATIONS AND ACCESS TO INFORMATION 
ARE VITAL NORTHERN TELECOM'S SL-T 
RUSINESS COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM 
PROVIDES BOTH. 


When Northern Telecom developed the SL-1* 
we didn't stop with the system itself. We also 
designed highly specialized feature packages 
to save customers time and money. One such 
example is the SL-1 hospital/clinic communi- 
cations system. 

SL-1 integrated voice and data capabilities 
allow EKG units to be plugged directly into 
existing telephone wiring eliminating the need 
for costly special cable installation. Immediate 
access to computerized information through 
SL-1 can save precious seconds, perhaps even 
a life. 

With integrated voice and data terminals such 
as Displayphoner technicians and doctors are 
only a few digits away from vital patient data 
and the latest information on new drugs and 
test procedures. 

SL-1 can be a vital part of your organization's 
efforts to improve efficiency and reduce ex- 
penses whether you need 30 or 5,000 lines. 
Northern Telecom is the largest manufacturer 
of fully digital telecommunications systems in 
the world. Serving hotels, hospitals, banks, 
industry and governments, Northern Telecom 
leads the way in the development of folly 
digital telecommunications technology. Inves- 
tigate the excellence of the SL-Ts technology, 
track record and service today. 


Trademarks of Northern Telecom Limited. 
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National awareness needed 


THF. recommendations issued Sunday by the seminar on the safety of 
pedestrians, which was held in Zarqa on Dec; 11, are all worthy of 
consideration and adoption. Starting from the need to abide by speed 
limits, and setting new ones, through establishing educational schools 
for negligent and irresponsible drivers to paying special care to the 
handicapped, the recommendations, if implemented, are sure to help 
reduce road accidents in the country, thus minimising road fatalities 
and injuries. 

It is indeed painful and tragic to read about so many people killed 
and injured on our roads every day. The other day. His Royal Hig- 
hness Crown Prince Hassan, expressed his regret that every day 
brings with it more news about road accidents shocking the public. He 
said at a meeting with the director of the Licensing Department, who 
presented him with a guidebook on traffic rules, that reckless driving 
was a major factor responsible for the fatal mistakes which claim lives. 

In fact, recklessness of drivers is not the only factor responsible for 
accidents. There are other factors, like bad conditions of roads, the 
nervousness and tension caused by jammed roads the condition of 
vehicles using the road, and speeding bear a direct effect on tbe whole 
situation. 

In a bid to reduce the number of accidents on the roads, society and 
the government should work hand in hand and cooperate in full. The 
recommendations of the pedestrian seminar in Zarqa suggested the 
introduction of special courses for instructing school children on 
safety on the roads and this is very important indeed because these 
young pedestrians will continue to abide by the regulations and to 
respect the traffic law if they are trained to do that since the earliest 
possible age. 

The government also has a basic role to play in reducing the number 
of accidents. It can order all roads and city streets to have wide 
pavements for pedestrians, increase the presence of street signs to help 
both pedestrians and drivers avoid accidents and introduce measures 
by which to ensure more cooperation between policemen and the 
public. 

Of course, careful driving and abiding by speed limits on the part of 
drivers help them not only to avoid accidents but also save them from 
paying fines for speeding. To help the whole process of reducing 
accidents in Jordan make a headaway. an intensive awareness cam- 
paign through the press and other media should be launched and all 
public and private institutions in the country should be involved id it 
so that it can achieve success. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra’i: Investigating Operation Falasha 


FOREIGN MINISTER Taher AI Masri said here Saturday that 
Jordan strongly opposes the emigration of Jews from any Arab or 
foreign country into Israel. He also condemned such actions and said 
that Jordan will follow up the issue of the airlifting of Ethiopian Jews 
into occupied Palestine. 

Following up the issue will no doubt help Jordan and other Arab 
countries to assess the details of the operation which will face us with 
the truth about whether there has been negligence or collusion by 
Arab countries, especially Sudan, in helping Israel cany out its 
scheme. 

There is no doubt that the Ethiopian Jews arrived in Israel by * 
passing through Sudan. The operation was not conducted secretly 
but took weeks to complete awl this prompts us to wonder why the 
Sudanese government had not questioned the Jews about their des- 
tination or about the motives behind transporting the Jews from 
Ethiopia to other countries. 

Jordan has a responsibility like other Arab countries to follow up 
this issue to determine the truth about the situation and should define 
the role of any country that took part in the operation. Sending more 
Jews to occupied Palestine means building more settlements there 
and more eviction of Arabs from their homeland. Keeping silent 
about the operation or condoning such operations means accepting 
its destructive consequences and encouraging other nations to allow 
their Jews to emigrate and settle in occupied Palestine. 


AI Dustour: Reagan knows Mideast 
situation 


PRESIDENT REAGAN starts his second term in office Monday 
amid gala celebrations of a great victory over the Democrats. This 
new term opens for Reagan more opportunities to work for his 
country- on the domestic and foreign fronts. This would certainly 
happen if the president is allowed to rule uninterrupted for four more 
years, something which had not happened in the White House for the 
past two decades. 

No doubt, the president will he faced with a host of international 
issues which include the Middle East among others. For us this issue 
is the main international problem that requires speedy solution bec- 
ause it affects security and peace in our region and other parts of (he 
world as well. We hope that the president will tackle this issue with 
fairness and justice and courage. 

We do not belies e that the president w ill need 3 great deal of time 
to review the Middle East and its developments over the past four 
years when he was in office at the White House, and therefore wc 
hope that in his second term in office the president will play a 
balanced role for achieving justice and peace, and so help to regain 
for his country credibility and confidence of other nations. 


Sawt Al Shaab: Falasha airlift should be 
investigated’ 


DESPITE THE fact that the airlifting; of Ethiopian Jews constitutes a 
serious problem lor the Arabs, many Arab governments have app- 
arently started in shelve this issue. The transportation of Jews to 
Palestine was one more link in a long chain of immigrating Jews into 
occupied Palestine exercised by the Zionists since the turn of this 
century. 

Immigration is being escalated now in view of Arab negligence of 
the Palestine problem and the lack of unity and joint action among 
Arab countries. The newcomers are to be settled in the occupied 
Arab lands and will no doubt be made to help evict more Palestinians 
from their homes. 

It is true that a number of Arab countries have issued con- 
demnation of the operation, but the Arab League, more than any 
other party, should take steps to confront such actions. The Arab 
League should in fact help adopt a unified Arab strategy to stop the 
immigration of Jews into Palestine in view of the seriousness of the- 
ease and the danger inherent in this action. 

Jordan has asked that an Arab fact-finding mission be set up to 
investigate the case of airlifting Jews from Ethiopia into Israel with 
the aim of putting an end to the immigration of all Jews from any 
country into occupied Palestine? 
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Jordan is dignified enough to repel intimidation 


By Tareq Masarweh 


JORdAN HAS on several 
occasions emphasised that its 
policy for acquiring weapons' 
by no means reflects a political 
stand. It has always believed 
that as long as arms are for sale 
in the international market, 
and as long as a country pos- 
sesses the right to exercise its 
sovereignty, it can by ail means 
select the type of arms it wants 
and the source to get them 
from. If, however, the country 
selling arms to Jordan tries to 
conduct the deal within a pol- 
itical framework, then Jordan 
will have to- take a principled- 
political attitude towards it. 

Of late, we have been hea- 
ring warnings by American cir- 
cles against Jordan’s buying an 


air defence system from tbe. 
Soviet Union. Though the 
warning were not coupled 
with a threat of inflicting ‘’pen- 
alty” which would ensue if such 
a deal is consummated, obs- 
ervers assume that such a thr- 
eat means that the United Sta- 
tes will refrain from selling 
Jordan any aims in the future! 

These American warnings 
are not acceptable because the 
United States is already imp- 
osing such a “penalty” before a. 
deal has been concluded with 
the. Soviet Union. It is well 
known that Washington has 
been refusing to supply Jordan 
with its needs of defensive 
weapons, and therefore we can 
consider the warnings and the 


’^penalty” to be no more than 
soap bubbles. 


Everyone knows that the 
United States has been imp- 
osing terms and conditions 
which Jordan can never aocept 
or even discuss. Washington 
has always been trying to make- 
Jordan come to terms with its 
wishes for joining tbe so-called 
peace process, American way. 


Jordan has always wanted 
Washington to join the “peace 
march”, but the latter has alw- 
ays insisted on Jordan’s acc- 
eptance of Israel's expansion 
and submission to its agg- 
ression. Jordan has always 
been willing to see Washington 
help to establish peace in the 


Middle East by adopting a bal- 
anced . attitude vis-a-vis the 
Arab- Israeli conflict. But the 
U.S. biased attitude towards 
Israel, its alliance with the Zio- 
nist state and its backing of its 
extremist policies have inv- 
ariably constituted a major 
obstacle to the peace process. 
For this reason, Jordanian- 
American relations have often 
been marked by crises since the 
late 1970s. These crises have 
prompted Jordan on several 
occasions to buy arms from 
Britain and France before tur- 
ning to the Soviet Union for the 
air defence system. 


We do not have abundant 
information about tbe 


cir- 


cumstances surrounding the 
issue of arms supplies for the 
Jordanian annedfoices, but we 
believe that the Jordanian- 
Soviet a rmam ents relations 
will Anther be developed, bec- 
ause Moscow does not impose 
any political conditions for 
supplying aims. Besides Mos- 
cow has been showing und- 
erstanding of Jordan’s financial 
situation. The Soviets rightly 
believe that security and sta- 
bility can be established in our 
region when all countries, inc- 
luding Jordan, feel they possess 
sufficient strength and pot- 
ential to defend themselves 
and are capable of repelling- 
Israel's aggressive and exp- 


American warnings to Jor- 
dan not to, exercise its leg- 
itimate right of securing means 
of self-defence and protecting 
its independence and national - 
dignity are a product of ext- 
remely arrogant and stupid 
mentality, and Jordanians can- 
not but ignore them and treat 
them with due contempt 


anstomst actions. 


On the other hand, the clean 
Soviet hand extended to ns in 
friendship is one that we all 
respect and shake. We are not 
ashamed of our strong rel- 
ations with the Soviet Union, 
but we do feel ashamed of 
those who indignantly choose 
to befriend the enemies of the 
Arab Nation. 
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Jewish terrorism on the rise 


Trial of Jewish terrorists by Israeli 
courts feared to legitimise terror 


By Michal Schwartz 


! THE TRIAL of the Jewish und- 
erground terrorists could well 
become a trial of Israeli society. 
The rocket attack on an Arab bus 
in the middle of Jerusalem on Oct- 
28 made it all too clear that - 1 he* ■ 


surpassed the powers of any Isr- 
aeli court. Shass (Sephardic Jews’ 
party) made its joining the gov- 
ernment conditional on the rel- 
ease of the defendants. Maphdal 
(the National Religious party) 
placed its offices at the services of. 
the Committee for the Und- 


arrest of 27 Jewish terrorists has^erground Dsfeqdants.-A crowd of 
by no means put an end to anti- >110.000 people addressed by Sha- 
Arab terrorism. The fear is that --"ton responded to the committee’s 
I the trial, instead of putting an end appeal and celebrated the Simhat 


to Jewish terrorism, will in fact leg- 
itimise it. 

For several years, Jewish ter- 
rorist organisations have set then- 
sights on the Dome of the Rock 
and Al-Aqsa mosques in East Jer- 
usalem. So far little has been done 
to check them. Yoel Lerner was 
imprisoned in 197S for planning 
to bomb the mosques and “free 
the Temple Mount.” Today he is a 
free man and in command of a new 


Tora holiday by dancing in the str- 
eets in tbe centre of occupied 
Hebron. Recently, a lobby of SO 
Knesset members (MKs) inc- 
luding the Labour minister of agr- 
iculture. Nehemkin. began org- 
anising a campaign to change the 
status of the defendants from 
“security prisoners” in order to 
improve their prison conditions, 
and to grant them an amnesty. As 
it is. the defendants already enjoy 


trial in a civil court rather than a 
military one, where all Arab sec- 
urity prisoners are tried on the 
basis of the Emeigency Defence 
Regulations, it seems that the 
court accepted this difference a 
priori. The.deJeodaitts themselves 
are confident that jtfiey will soon 
■Jje set .free, if. not by a court dec- 
ision then by a, pardon. “We were, 
acting in the interests of the state” 
and “we have connections out- 
side”. they frequently repeat. 


youth movement that pays regular unprecedented prison facilities, 
visits to the mosques, often pro- 


At present the principal defence 
argument is that Shin Bet (the sec- 
ret service) knew and approved of 
their activities. The special rel- 
ationship between Shin Bet and 
the defendants is outstanding not 
only in itscordiality. but also in the 
promises and deals made between 
the two. Defendants claim that 
they have a deal with Shin Bet that 
in return for their confessions they 


vokiag their Muslim guardians. 
Twenty-five religious vigilantes 
were caught one night in March 
1983 near the mosque with dig- 
ging tools, aiming to enter from 
below and hold a prayer meeting 
inside. They were vindicated by 
Judge Barak, tbe judge who pre- 
sided over the trial of the ter- 
rorists. A group of eccentrics. “ the 
Lifta Group", living in an aba- 
ndoned Arab village, was caught 
| last summer trying to climb the 
walls of the mosque. Huge qua- 
ntities of ammunition and exp- 
losives were found in their hide- 
out. When a senior police officer. 
Commander Hefetz. leaked that 
earlier investigation of the gang 
had been stopped on orders from 
above, he was tried for giving out 
confidential information. His inv- 
estigations were left unpursued. 


Defence lawyers aim to turn 
tbe victims of the Jewish 
underground into criminals. 


Anti-Arab terrorist acts, from 
the attempts on the lives of the. 
Palestinian mayors up to the latest 
terror campaign against the Deh- 
eisha refugee camp, number in the 
hundreds. The Karp report, des- 
cribing illegal acts by settlers with 
the army' s compliance or tacit 
agreement, was published only 
after a public protest at its she- 
lving. Its findings have so far been 
ignored. Jewish terrorism was fur- 
ther legitimised when Rabbi Meir 
Kahane was elected to the Israeli 
parliament. Kahane financed the 
(rial of Alan Goodman, an Ame- 
rican who burst into Ai-Aqsa kil- 
ling and wounding a number of 
Muslims. It is also believed that 
Kahane was behind the latest roc- 
ket attack on the Arab bus in Jer- 


Israelisin Israeli courts 


No’am Yinon, underground 
member, transferred 50 
stolen mines from the 
Golan to the occupied 
territories. Eighteen months 
imprisonment. 

A vino ’am KatrieJy, 
underground member, 
provided rifle silencers for 
the mosques operation. 
Fifteen months 
imprisonment. 

Levitan and Gilah, 
underground members 
connected to mayors’ 
assassination attempt. 
Released on bail. 


Palestinians in Israeli 
courts 


Palestinian, slapped a 
Jewish child. One year 
imprison m e nt . 


17-year-old Palestinian, 
accused of waving a 
Palestinian flag. Eighteen 
months imprisonment. 


Stonethrowing. Up to 
20 years in prison. 


Israel Fox, a Kahane 
supporter, shot at an Arab bus 
wounding eight people. Thirty 
months in prison. 

Yehuda Richter, a Kahane 
supporter, tried to murder an 
Arab driver. Three years imp- 
risonment. 


Palestinian, attacked an 
Israeli dvfl militiaman and 
wounded him. Twenty-five 
years imprisonment. 


They are allowed unlimited visits 
from family, admirers, friendly 
journalists, rabbis and MKs, and 
their appearances in court have 
been dubbed “picnics” for their 
freedom of movement, copious 
food and the absence of handcuffs. 
One of the defendants was rel- 
eased on bail for health reasons, 
others were granted leave for fam- 
ily celebrations. Sentences so far 
passed have been ridiculously low 
(see box). 


This lax approach has been exp- 
lained by no other than Isser 
ifrfd, former head of the secret 
services, a Labour party man and 
one of the first to attest to the exi- 
usalem. Nor can Sharon's entry stence of a Jewish underground 
into the new government as min- and to demand measures to unc- 
ister of industry be helpful to a over it: “There is a basic dif- 
scrious campaign against ter- fere nee. The foreign hostile ele- 
rorism. Sharon was the defence merits want to destroy the country, 
minister at the time of the worst This underground calhned to have 
violence in the West Bank and is protected us. They want to fight 
believed to have deliberately ign- Arab terrorism ... of course there 
ored settlers’ ’’excesses”. is a difference, an essential dif— 

Even at this early stage of the ference. The Arab terrorist wants 
trial, the extent of public support to destroy the state and kill us as 
for the defendants and the pol- well. The Jewish underground 
ideal issues raised seem to have doesn’t want that.” By holding the 


would not be accused of att- 
empting to blow up the mosques, 
which would be covered up bec- 
ause “it harms the interests of Isr- 
ael” , and that Shin Bet would rec- 
ommend a pardon. Shin Bet rel- 
uctantly admits making promises 
but denies the existence of a bin- 
ding deal. Part of such a deal 
however, concerning permission 
for a religious school inside prison 
and for defendants to organise 
their defence together, seems alr- 
eady to have been implemented. 


stions unanswered. Why did it 
take four years to find those who 
tried to assassinate the Palestinian 
mayors when it takes only weeks 
at the most to find Palestinians 
accused of acts of violence? Why 
were the mayorsneyer questioned 
,by the security , forces, and why .is 
.’there still nqon$ interested- in the 
evidence they foay : have? Why is 
one of the suspects, Ira Rap-. 
* poport. still freely collecting don- 
ations in the U.S. for settlers? 
Why is Rabbi Vaidman of the Teh- 
iya party still a free man although 
there is evidence that he had early 
knowledge of the 'planned ass- 
assination of the mayors and did 
nothing to prevent it? . . 

Defence lawyers aim to turn the 
victims of the Jewish underground 
into criminals by alleging that the 
Palestinian mayors are in fact 
PLO members and terrorists: sil- 
encing them was a question of 
“self-defence”, they claim, in view 
of the inadequacy of the army, 
who abandoned the- settlers’ 
women and children to tbe Arab 
mobs. This line is supported by the 
parliamentary lobby which is voc- 
ally demanding to tie any dis- 
cussion of Jewish terrorism to 
“reviewing security policy in the 
West Bank”. The defence plans to 
bring the former chief-of-staff, 
Rafael Eitan. and the former min- 
ister of defence, Ariel Sharon, to 
the witness stand to prove that the 
terrorists had grounds to assume 
that their actions were ra line with 
official policy. This may prove int- 
eresting in view of tbe very good 
relations which a senior def* 
endant, Ben Shushan, has with 
Sharon and other top personnel in 
the security establishment 

A PORI opinion poD showed in 
July that 14.3 per cent of Israeli 
Jews were in “total support” of 
the Jewish underground, and that 
17.5 per cent found there was 
“some justification for it.” The 
defendants’ confidence in wid- 
espread Israeli support for their 
aims reached such levels that they, 
“demanded” that the court forbid 
the presence of a Palestinian law- 
yer. Darwish Nasser, who is rep- 
resenting (deposed) Mayors Kha- 
laf and Tawil, on account of his 
“representing terrorists”. This the 
court refused, causing the def-. 
endants' families to leave in pro- 
test. The state attorney, however, 
denied Mr. Nasser the status of an 
interested party .by refusing him 
access to investigation material. 


Defendants* claims about Shin 
Bet’s previous knowledge and 
involvement with the und- 
erground movement can’t be pro- 
ved, since it is Shin Bet and not the 
court that has last say on all mat- 
ters concerning security. Not 
being responsible to the court or 
to any public body save the prime 
minister. Shin Bet is in a position 
to manipulate the material in its. 
hands and pass to the court only 
what it sees fit. So far ft has vetoed 
defence demands to see inv- 
estigation material, and its agents 
are being cross examined in cam- 
era. This leaves a number of que- 


The principal defence arg- 
ument is that Shin Bet knew 
and approved of the (ter- 
rorists’) activities. 


The absence from the trial of 
the Palestinian party is all too con- 
spicuous. The Palestinians regard 
with great suspicion a court which, 
contrary to international law, acc- 
epts the right of Jews to settle in 
the occupied territories and “pro- 
tect themselves”. The question 
will not be solved, they feel, bet- 
ween Shin Bet, the army and the 
settlers. Jewish terrorism will be 
stopped only by putting an end to 
the occupation altogether — Mid- 
dle East International, London. 


TASS says Zionists 
were partners of 
Germany’s Nazis 


By Oliver Wales 
Reuter 


MOSCOW — The Soviet news 
agency TASS Friday published 
charges that Zionists had been 
“partners” of Germany’s Nazis 
and shared the blame for the dea- 
ths of miUfons of Jews during 
Wo rid War U. 

A TASS interview with Soviet 
historian Lev Korneyev said Zio- 
nists had helped dictator Adolf 
Hitler during his rise to power 
and, by implication, linked the 
Nazis with current Israeli policies. 

The agency quoted Mr. Kor- 
neyev “in conversation with a 
TASS torrespondent” as saying 
Zionists had tried to prevent Jews 
fighting tbe Nazis. 

The Zionists subsequently sou- 
ght to conceal their “ alliance with 
Nazism”, but still had contacts 
with neo-Nazis, he said. 

TASS quoted Mr. Korneyev as 
saying many Jews had fought aga- 
inst Nazism in the Soviet and all- 
ied armies. “But tbe Zionists, the 
.Nazis’ partners, did not have any- 
thing to do with that sacred str- 
uggle,” he said. 

“Conversely, they share with 
the Nazis responsibility for the 


ution”. 

“Banks and companies con- 
trolled by Zionists energetically 
contributed to the financing of the 
Hitler Reich and the Nazi war 
machine. Many of those banks and 
companies today constitute tbe 
bulwark of international Zionism 
and support Tel Aviv’s course of 
aggression,” he said. 

TASS said Mr. Korneyev cha- 
rged that Israeli propaganda sou- 
ght to reduce the history of World 
War Q to aa attempted ext- 
ermination of European Jews. 

“It- is claimed that the -ext- 
ermination of Jews was the main 
aspect of the policy of Nazism and 
that all the peoples of the world 
’betrayetf the European Jews,” it 
quoted him as saying. 

“This amounts to a gross dis- 
tortion of real historical facts. The 
main aspect of Nazi policy ... was 
struggle against socialism, against 
the Soviet Union,” it said. 

The Soviet media present the 
war as mainly a struggle between 
Germany and the Soviet Union 
and play down the role of the 
other allied powers. Nazi actions 
are shown as fired from the start 
by a desire to crush Communism. 
Mr. Korneyev said Zionism was 
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exterm^tfon . oj^Iews. during a product of imperialism and rep- 


World - War H, They - have the n „pesep£d the interests /^tbebobr , ( 
blood, of the vtojms.bn:tljefr . v- - v 

and. on their. conscience.” - “TOL,"- 


The official. Soviet media fre- 
quently attack Zionism as an imp- 
erialist and racialist doctrine and 
link it firmly to Israel and U.S. 

• supporters of Israeli policies. 

The Soviet state treats its own 
Jews as a national, rather than a 
religious, group — one of more 
than 100 in the country. 

Mr. Korneyev said a Jewish-, 
owned Amsterdam bank lent Hit- 
ler $10 million in 1929, while a 
Cologne-based banking house, 
also owned by Jews, bad discussed 
with the Nazis their “final sol- 


operation , between _ int-. 


ematiSnal Zionism and fascism 
during World War IT. was exp- 
lained by their ctimmon class nat- 
ure and hatred for Communism, 
he said. 

“The laws of class unity lead the 
Zionists even today, into coo- 
peration with the revanchists and 
neo-Nazis,” Mr. Korneyev said. 

Revanchism is the Soviet term 
for the desire among West Ger- 
mans to be reunited with East* 
Germany or recover lands once 
part of Germany from Poland and 
the Soviet Union. 


LETTERS 


Is pricing gold 
possible? 


To the Editor: 


UNDER THE heading “London exchange rates," the price of 
one ounce of gold is always given on Jordan Times page seven. 
Can we expect your esteemed newspaper to kindly publish the 
price of one ounce of gold in Jordanian dinars under page two 
“Money Exchange” heading? 

We also hope that Jordan Television would adopt a similar step 
in its 7 p.m. programme rundown on Channel Three. 

I have no idea if gold prices are standardised by the gov- 
ernment, but they vary quite considerably in the market . Not only 
gold prices, but also the goldsmith’s charges differ a great dqaL 
For one gold ring of the same size, shape and weight, the charges 
vary from JD 8 to JD 1 4. Is it possible to get clarification on this 
issue either through your editor or frojn the government, as it is 
really intriguing? 

R.P. AgrawaL, 
Amman. 


THE Jordan Times sought clarification on the subject of pricing 
gold in Jordan from Dr. Mohammad Said Al Nabulsi , governor of 
the Central Bank of Jordan: Mr. Salah Eddin Tafia, director of 
Standardisation and Metrology Department ; and Mr. Ghaleb Sak- 
kijhah. president of the Gold Traders Union. Following is a sum - 
maty of the reasons cited for not setting a daily price for gold: 
l . Bullion gold trading takes place in large financial centres only. 
The Central Bank of Jordan does not supply the Jordanian market 
with gold bullion and tts function is in approving buying app- 
lication from goldsmiths. The. Central Bank of Jordan has issued 
coins inthe past and has set a fixed price for 

iv 7 *** of bum ° n s° u « ***** *■» 

Hong Kong. London and New York and large fluctuations in the 

pnee are automaacaUy reflected in the market. 

“ f* rct anda *y Price 
fixing wlU not be logical as workmanship, design and sales^ inc- 
entives are also very much dominant. - 

J. government moved to protect the interest of the public by 

decreeing that all jewellers should stamp the standard karat of each 
jewelry by January 1 985, and that is the most it can do at this stage 
due to the aforementioned reasons. * 

„ prke on forty, very difficult due to the karat 

swndard or purity of the gold jewel * mathematical calculations 
for uare sowtderanging to fix a price for each jewel in^ttonZ 
workmanship, design and finishing already nientioned 
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‘Ali the Galilean’ reflects oppression, weariness 


EL HAKAWATI theatre group operating in the occupied Arab ter- 
ritories has forced its way through occupation obstacles, big ones as 
they are, and into people's minds . The group has suffered many 
setbacks and have been frequendy subject to deliberate intimidation by 
the occupation authorities. Nonetheless, they have persistently mai- 
ntained tireless effort to convey some kind of a social and political 
message to their audience - their people - having to make com- 
promises to have things pass through the sensor sometimes and most 
often the police, who would not hesitate to inigose a play within the 
play being presented by El Hakawati members. Following is an Israeli 
writer's critique of the group's most recent play, Ali the Galilean. The 
writer's view, we believe, reflects that of a liberal-ihinded critic, so rare 
in Israel, of an Arab work of art. t 

showing their latest play, Ali the 
Galilean, whicfw received its first 
THE PALESTINIAN, theatre performances at \Tel Aviv’s N« ve 
* group El Hakawati lakes its name Tzedek Theatre Centre last su n- 
from the itinerant story teller who * mer. In common with the best I re- 
used to travel from village to vil- aeii playwrights ^nd direct^ rs. 


By Zvi Jagendorf 


lage peddling his tales, wonders, 
songs and characters to anyone 
who would listen. The village ent- 
ertainer has long been swallowed 
up by the likes of Dallas and Love 
Bloat, and his tales have become 
research material for ethnologists. 

But by resuscitating his ghost in 
their name, the Jerusalem-based 
group has made a self-conscious 
and qualified gesture towards an 
indigenous tradition. They see 
themselves as its successors but 
they adopt neither its material nor 
its manner. They have no use for 
nostalgic folklore that imagines a 
past in terms of simplicity, purity 
and bright colours. 

If their name implies loyalty to a 
Vtacal tradition, their interests and 
aims are political and con- 
temporary. Their style is strongly 
influenced by such European mas- 
ters of political guignol as Savary 
of Le Grand Magic Circus," and 
their audience is as likely to be 
'French and Italian at some theatre 
festival as Arab or Jewish in Jer- 
usalem. Tel Aviv or Ramallah. 

El Hakawati now has a theatre 
in Jerusalem, the former Nuzha 
cinema in a little lane behind the 
Tombs of the Kings, and they are 


they have had their brushes with, 
the censor (in their case the more 
arbitrary censorship of the- mil- 
itary government). But they exist, 
they perform on both sides of the 
Green Line, and they have som- 
ething to say in their own language 
.to anyone who will listen. 

Ali is about the Palestinian (or 
the Israeli Arab as we might say) 
as a non-person. Staged as a series 
of parodies of pupular ent- 
ertainment (TV melodrama, wes- 
terns. cops and robbers, true 
romances, ballet and mime), 
AM's saga is enacted as a chain of 
comic misfortunes. These start in 
his Galilean village, where his fat- 
her cuts off his inheritance, con- 
tinue in the sinful city of Tel Aviv, 
where he shows his skill with the 
falafel scoop, and end in a mental 
hospital, where his brain explodes 
in the Middle of a lobotoray, des- 
troying surgeon, nurses and him- 
self in a cataclysm powered by fru- 
stration. 

However, the root cause of Alf s 
misfortunes is not shown on stage 
but is implied in the absurdity of 
his life, and in the language of par- 
ody which alone can convey the 
thinness and ridiculousness of an 



Scfne from Ali the Galilean by the Palestinian theatre group HI Hakawati 


unnecessary existence. Ali is an 
unreal man, a kind of luftmensch. 
because he has been bom in a 
country which is both his own and 
deeply alien to him. He is an Isr- 
aeli malgre lui and in order to get 
by in Israel he is advised to shed 
everything that is his own. beg- 
inning with the first and last evi- 
dence of his identity — his name. 
His Tel Aviv “friends” suggest he 
call himself Eli, then all doors and 
hearts will be open to him. 

Clearly this play is not “con- 
structive.” It offers no solution. 
Were it more ideological it would 
preach the solution of rebellion 
and be banned. But it is not a dia- 
tribe. Ali. played by Edward 
Mo'allim, is a mournful clown in 
baggy pan ts, with the face of an 
insulted spaniel. He is the ultimate 


passive, unmilhanthero. His emp- 
tiness is filled by whatever hap- 
pens to be passing by — Tel Aviv 
low life, a Jewish girl, menial 
work. 

Jewish society, which exploits 
his emptiness, is shown as sordid, 
venial, shabby and heanless. But 
when a bunch of “terrorists” stop 
the action, and show how they 
would fill this emptiness with 
murder, this turns out to be a del- 
iberate and instructive anti- 
climax. For the terrorists are not 
Ali as he would like to be but the 
Palestinians as some Israelis 
would see them: monsters and 
murderers. In the terms of the per- 
formance. this is yet another par- 
ody. another false role imposed on 
Ali by people who do not und- 
erstand him. 


I asked Edward Mo'allim if Pal- 
estinian audiences, perhaps unu- 
sed to this ironic way of exposing a 
national and political stereotype, 
reacted as if the gunmen were the 
“true” solution. He said it som- 
etimes did happen that way. but 
the text that followed the incident 
made it impossible to get the 
wrong message. 

Be that as it may, this kind of 
theatre more than any other takes 
on Lhe energy of its audience. Per- 
formed in a refugee camp, the pas- 
sivity of the hero may be taken as a 
sign of his failure to be a rev- 
olutionary. Performed in Tel 
Aviv, it would be read as evidence 
of Alps metamorphosis into the 
classic Jew — rootless down, vic- 
tim and superfluous man. yet a 
monster in the eyes of those who 


hate him. 

For an Israeli, watching this 
play is like seeing bits of “your 1 ' 
life in a broken mirror. It seems 
distorted, unfair “to you". You 
would not put it that way. But that 
is just the point. “You” are not the 
victim here. “You” are the sol- 
dier. the employer, the censor and 
the state. AJi. you might say. sho- 
uld feel lucky he's living in a free 
country and can display his Tro- 
ubles on the stage. He doesn't feel 
iucky. and if “you” want to find 
out why: the play’s the thing. 

Ali the Galilean is directed by 
Francois Abu Salem. The actors 
are: Edward Mo'allim. Radi She- 
hadeh. Jackie Lubeck. Ibrahim 
Khalaleh. Monira Shehadeh. 
Iman' One — The Jerusalem Post 
Magazine. 


Japan’s newspapers sharpen claws , fight a circulation war 


The newspaper circulation war has become a distinctive feature of 
Japanese life, and the coveted tide of the biggest seUthg newspaper in 
■ A ..the world has meant there are no holds barred in the competition. 
f Richard Tomkins, recently in Tokyo , reports. 


Japanese newspapers are itr the 
thick of a circulation war. Here, 
however, the name of the game is 
not bingo but oshigamk literally, 
push-paper, but in plain English, 
the hard sell. 

The fighting tactics have bee- 


morning and afternoon editions, 
so that subscribers get two del- 
iveries a day. If both editions are 
counted as one newspaper, the 
national circulation figure falls to 
47.04 million. 


Until 1983 Japanese' ' : new- 

orae sufficiently dirty 'for Japati‘^^pap^ri bad] enjoyed , ari7aAmd&' 1 
Fair Trade Commission to deliy^.^mntfemfplefl r 
a stiff warning to 'the newspapers culation since 1 945. This was par-- 


pped their steady climb and went 
into reverse, falling by two per 
cent from the previous year's rec- 
ord average daily sales total of 
68.14 million. 

The result is that the circulation 
war has now turned into a cut- 
throat conflict in which the new- 
spapers are fighting not for new 
readers but for each other’s. Ir is 
an expensive and damaging battle 


war. It outstripped Asa hi to get to 
this position in the mid-1970s 
under the presidency of the cha- 
rismatic Mitsuo Mutai. a man 
whose appetUe for ever-higher 
sales is regarded in the industry as 
insatiable. Now aged 88 and hon- 
orary chairman of Yomiuri, he is 
still the driving force behind the- 
newspaper’s marketing campaign. 
In this highly competitive cli- 


and their distributors to stop the 
- feuding or risk legal reprisals. 

The chances are that the war- 
ning will be ignored, for among 
the prizes which the victor in this 
war carries off is the coveted title 
of the biggest selling newspaper in 
. the world. 

Japan's population of 1 19 mil- 
lion has a voracious appetite for 
newspapers. Daily sales last year 
averaged 66.78 million and the 
diffusion rate, at 563 papers per 
1,000 people or 1.82 copies per 
household, is the world's highest. 
i, Only the Soviet Union has a 
* /higher total circulation, at 102.46 
million a day. The U.S. is third 
with 62.22 million. West Ger- 
many is next with 25.97 million, 
and Britain follows with 25.22 mil- 
lion. 

One of the main factors lying 
behind Japan's high circulation 
figures is its distribution system. 
The vast majority of newspapers 
— 92.5 per cent — are sold not at 


tly because of the country's rapid 
increase in population, partly bec- 
ause of growing economic pro- 
sperity. and partly because of edu- 
cational reforms which resulted in 
a high adult literacy rate (now at 
over 99 per cent). 

This period saw intense com- 
petition for new readers not only 
among the national newspapers, 
which were busily setting up reg- 
ional offices and printing plants to 
extend their local coverage, but 
between the nationals and the 
local dailies which, with the help 
of the news agencies, were also 
covering national and int- 
ernational news. 

Given the nature of the dis- 
tribution system, one of the most 
effective ways of winning new 
readers was to lure would-be sub- 
scribers with gifts or introductory 
offers of free or cut-rate new- 
spapers. . 

Although illegal under the fair 
trading laws,, this practice was rel- 



news stands but by monthly sub- atively harmless as long as the 

total market grew. In the last few 
years, however, as the population 
increase has levelled out and eco- 
nomic growth has slowed, the 
market's saturation point has app- 
roached; in 1983 daily sales sto- 


scription and are delivered by 
each newspaper's distributors to 
subscribers' homes. 

The figures are also boosted by 
the fact that the national and big- 
ger local newspapers publish both 


faced with the punitive costs of 
persuading readers to change their 
allegiances. 

Therts are five national new- 
spapers. all similar in appearance, 
ail broadsheet, and all running to 
about 24 pages in the morning and 
12' in the afternoon. 

With the average daily sales of 
their morning editions alone, they 
are Yomiuri Shimbun (8.91 mil- 
lion), a populist newspaper gen- 
erally supportive of the con- 
servative Liberal Democratic 
government; Asahi Shinbun (7.48. 
million), regarded as the int- 
ellectuals’ newspaper; Mainichi 
Shimbun (4.21 railliou--; Nihon 
Keizai Shimbun, known as Nikkei 
(2.09 million). Japan's Financial 
Timfes: and Sankei Shimbun. a 
conservative newspaper popular 
with small businessmen. 

The combined circulation of 
Yomiurf s morning and afternoon 
editions stood at 13.74 million in 
October and has earned it a place 
in the Guinness Book of Records 
as the world's highest circulation 
newspaper. 

Yomiuri's relentless det- 
ermination to get to the top and 
stay there has often been blamed 
for the savagery of the circulation 


attention of the Fair Trade Com- 
mission (Nikkei is a notable exc- 
eption). 

Oshigami is one such tactic. By 
its strict definition it describes the 
system whereby newspapers send 
their distributors more copies of 
the paper than were ordered. The 
distributor is forced to use wha- 
tever means he can to find cus- 
tomers for the extra copies bec- 
ause he has to pay for them; he 
dare not return them unsold for 
fear of incurring the wrath of the 
newspaper and losing his dis-_. 
tribution contract. For the 70 per. 
cent of distributors who have exc- 
lusive contracts with one new- 
spaper.. this would mean the loss 
of their livelihood. 

Consequently it is not just the 
newspaper companies but also 
their distributors who are involved 
in aggressive marketing tactics. 
Both are involved in sending our 
door-to-door canvassers offering 
discounts on new subscriptions or 
free gifts. 

Fickle subscribers could go a 
long way towards furnishing their 
households with some lures ava- 
ilable; pots and pans, porcelain tea 
sets, carpets, bedding and even 
colour television sets have been 


offered. At the cheaper end of the 
scale, vouchers which can be exc- 
hanged at off-licences and free 
tickets to baseball games have 
proved popular. 

Last time these unlawful trading 
practices reached a crescendo, in 
1982. the Fair Trade Commission 
contrived to bring about a truce. 
The result was the following year's 
fall in circulation. 

This was enough to frighten the 
.newspaper com panics intera 1 fresh 
bout of war-mongcrtng'la^'.year 
culminating in the commission's 
latest warning on Oct. 31 that 
improper premiums must stop. 

Eventually, however, it may be 
the squeeze on newspapers' pro- 
fits rather than the largely ine- 
ffectual warningsof the FairTrade 
Commission which brings the lat- 
est batde in the circulation war to 
a halt. 

Financial difficulties seem to 
loom on all fronts. Sales growth 
has come to a halt' no one has 
dared raise cover prices (generally 
Y70, or 36c) since 1980 for fear of 
losing market share; and adv- 
ertisers. who have plenty of other 
media to choose from, are fed up. 
with bailing the newspapers out of 
their difficulties by paying ever ris- • 
ing rates. 

Meanwhile the cost of mai- 
ntaining armies of canvassers to 
give away newspapers and furnish 
subscribers' houses is con- 
siderably greater than the extra 
income they produce. 

The newspaper companies do 
not release individual profit and 
loss figures but many of the local 
dailies are said to be in trouble. Of 
the nationals. Mainichi. the main 
victim of Yomiuri’s rise in cir- 
culation, has already been through 


bankruptcy and is still in dif- 
ficulties. and Sankei probably sur- 
vives more .because it derives inc- 
ome from other business activities 
than because it is profitable in its- 
elf. 

Nikkei and Asahi have both 
faced the heavy cost of com- 
puterising their production but 
both are sa/d to be profitable bec- 
ause of their ability to command 
high ., advertising .rates. Yomiuri 
rgakefi,tnoney>ut its promotion is 
expensive and it has to face the 
cost of introducing new . tec- 
hnology between now and ! 987. 

Increasingly newspapers are 
looking toother sourcesof income 
to help them cover their costs. The 
major publishers are also div- 
ersified media concerns whose 
business lines include book and 
magazine publishing, sponsorship 
of cultural exhibitions and running 
educational courses. 

All the nationals have sub- 
stantial television interests and all 
are eyeing the opportunities pre- 
sented by cable television and the 
new media. Nikkei in particular is 
already well on the way to bec- 
oming an information industry 
centred on its newspapers. 

A truce in the circulation war 
could bring the rise in cover prices 
which the newspapers need to res- 
tore their profitability; but on past 
experience the peace would be 
unlikely to last. 

At the time of the last price rise 
in 1980 all the nationals put pub- 
lisher's announcements on their 
front pages solemnly declaring 
that the circulation war was over 
for good. Within months the fur 
was flying as it had never flown 
before — Financial Times news 
feature. 


•Jndia develops nuclear energy to satisfy electrification needs 


India is developing its nuclear energy programme, despite the fall from 
grace of nuclear electricity in the West. There is no anti-nuclear mov- 
ement in India, and few institutions capable of monitoring the gov- 
ernment's nuclear progress. 


By Sum! Krishna C ha n han 

NEW DELHI — By the year 
2000. India will need three times 
as much electricity as it does 
today; the solution is nuclear ene- 
rgy, says Dr. Raja Ramanna. cha- 
irman of the country’s Atomic 
Energy Commission. Despite the 
hilling popularity of nuclear ele- 
ctricity in the West, few Indians 
disagree with Dr. Ramanna. 

S Speaking at the Indian National 
Science Academy here recently. 
Dr. Ramanna, who “fathered” - 
India’s 1974 atomic explosion in 
the Rajasthan desert, defended 
the country’s 15-year nuclear 
power programme, which env- 
isages an installed capacity of 
10.000 Megawaus by the turn of 
the cenrury. 

Last year, professor Dhirendra 
S harm a of Jawaharial Nehru Uni- 
. vershy claimed that India’s nuc- 
\?ar programme was driven by the 
timbitkm of politicians rather than 
by rational energy considerations. 
In a controversial book, “India’s 
Nuclear Estate", he castigated the 
Department of Atomic Energy 
(DAE) for secrecy . and una-_ 
ccoimiabOity, and demanded that 


the programme be stopped. 

Denying the charge of secrecy. 
Dr. Ramanna. who is also sec- 
retary to the DAE, said that doc- 
uments relating to its plans and 
performances are public.. 

Critics admit that this is true, 
but claim that few people, even 
few scientists, have the scientific 
and technical knowledge to assess 
the DAE’s performance. In 1980, 
the Planning Commission's 
Committee on Power reported 
that “lacking an independent sou- 
rce of expertise ” it had noL found 
it possible “to go in depth info the 1 
operational and maintenance pra- 
ctices of nuclear stations, esp- 
ecially with respect to their rea- 
ctors.” 

Officials of the Department of 
Environment are privately con- 
cerned at Dr. . Ramanna' s con- 
tinuing emphasis on nuclear ene- 
rgy. Although India's env- 
ironmental movement has cam- 
paigned actively against • hydro 
projects all over the country, there 
is virtually no anti-nuclear lobby. 

* In the next two decades. India 
will need 120,000. to 150,000 
Megawatts of installed electric 
capacity for agriculture, industry. 


domestic and commercial pur- 
poses. Together with the rep- 
lacement of ageing power stations, 
this would mean a gross addition 
oflOO ,000- 120.000 Megawatts of 
electricity — nearly trebling the 
present capacity. 

Today, 40 per cent of India’s 
energy is provided by firewood, 
dung, agricultural residues. ' — 
human and animal labour. This is 
an already overstretched system, 
and over- use of firewood and 
dung is robbing (he soil of its fer- 
tility. Electricity provides 18 per 
cent of India's energy, and fossil 
fuels the remaining 42 per cent. 

Dr. Ramanna feels that the 
growing need for energy .requires 
that .all commercially and tec- 
hnically viable alternatives be 
fully exploited. Nuclear energy is 
more economical and less pol- 
luting than other energy sources, 
he claims, though he does not dis- 
cuss the as yet unsolved problem 
of safe, permanent disposal, of 
highly toxic spent nuclear fuel. 

Oil and gas are scarce. The use 
of coal for electric generation is 
.expected to increase steadily, but 
this is fraught with environmental 
hazards, he says. Hydropower, the 
only renewable source for large- 
scale electricity generation, - is 
cheap and non-polluting, but the 
.plants can only be constructed at 
specific locations. 


“New and renewable” energies 
— solar, wind, geothermal and 
tidal — are appropriate only for 
small, localised applications, says 
Dr. Ramanna, who calls them 
“exotic alternatives". „ 

It is against this background 
that nuclear power is being adv- 
ocated. together with fossil fuel 
and hydropower. 

With the commissioning of the 
Madras Atomic power station last 
year, India became the sixth cou- 
ntry in the world (after the U.S.. 
USSR, Britain. France and Can- 
ada) to gain the capacity to design, 
construct, commission and ope- 
rate a nuclear power station ind- 
ependently. India has two other 
operating power stations, one at 
Tarapur, near Bombay, the other 
at Rana Pratap Sagar in Rajasthan 
state. Its fourth plant at Narora, in 
Uttar Pradesh, and yet another at 
Kakrapur, in Gujarat state, are 
under construction. Under the 
15-year programme, 12 reactors 
of 235 Megawatts, and 10 reactors 
of 500 Megawatts are to be built. 

The capital cost of the pro- 
gramme is $14 billion, and the 
total, operation and maintenance 
cost till the year 2000 is $8.3 bil- 
lion. By present calculations, the 
department is expected to be mak- 
ing a profit by the year 2025 thr- 
ough the sale of electricity and the 
use of reprocessed nuclear fuel. 



'“All is Elusion! Yon only imagine that you see a nuclear power 
station!** 


The government is going full 
speed ahead on the basis of this 
optimistic picture of India’s nuc- 
lear future. Its few critics want a 
complete stop to the programme. 
No one seems to be interested in 
the proposal of the Committee on 
Power to set up an independent, 
expert agency, outside the DAE, 
modelled on the U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission, to pre- 


scribe and monitor the observance 
of safety standards for the siting, 
design, construction and ope- 
ration of nuclear power stations. 

The public and the media are'so 
Hide interested in the nuclear ene- 
rgy question - that Dr. Ramanna’s 
speech was not even reported by 
some of New Delhi’s leading nat- 
ional newspapers — Earthscan 
feature. 
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Students in striped uniforms? 

THE MINISTRY of Education has decided that all school children 
will be wearing the same uniform next year. Protests of different 
people did not shake the determination of the ministry to imp- 
lement this rule. 

I understand the frustration of some schools that wish to keep 
their own identity. I understood it even more when 1 saw the 
proposed uniform, made of cotton with fine blue and white stripes, 
the “safari” style: This uniform is good for prisoners, t have never 
seen anything uglier and 1 fully support the schools that are hor- 
rified at the idea of transforming their students into militant's of 
the Mao Tsetung army. 

Furthermore, I wonder what the students, would do in winter, 
dressed in cotton. Many schools are not or are badly healed. This 
means that the majority of students would have to wear woolen 
clothes under their “safari”, and this wDl make it appear even 
ugl»r. , 

j We cannot deny the government the privilege of taking decisions 
regarding governmental schools, even though I cannot help but 
think that many students will have to change their uniforms while ’ 
their present ones are still in good shape. Those are illogical and 
unexplainable expenses in a country where we are constantly adv- 
ised to minimise our consumption. 

As for private schools, why can’t the government leave them in 
peace — they are private after all. 

Some of these schools already have their uniforms and stocks of 
fabrics: Wby should they be compelled to sulTer such losses? Oth- 
ers do not believe in uniforms (and it is their right) and teach their 
students freedom even in matters of clothing, jeans. Even sweat 
shirts are acceptable to them. 

The country is passing through a period of economic crisis. Why 
should such whimsical and unnecessary decisions, involving tho- 
usands of dinars, be taken? 

Those new uniforms will provide work for one or two small local 
factories. Could this be the reason behind this decision? 

Soviets, Americans 
acknowledge the 
debts of war 

By Charles Mathias There surely still are merchant 

WASHINGTON — Throughout seamen in the United Stales who 
the Soviet Union Loday there are sailed some of the 2.660 ships (77 
men and women who owe their were lost) on the Murmansk run. 
lives to American generosity. And bringing more than 1 5 million tons 
all across America there are fam- of supplies to the Soviet Union, 
ilies that exist only because of the Even if some Soviet recipients 
sacrifices of the Red Army. The joked wryly about our cans of 
debts date from World War II. Spam being the “Second Front". 
Mutual obligations, they remain others christened American but- 
largely unacknowledged. ter “ Roosevelt's Smile" . Statistics 

This year both countries cel- show that U.S. provisions were 
ebrate the 40th anniversary of enough to provide the 12 million 
their victories in Europe and the members of the Red Army with a 
Pacific. The official observances half a pound of food a day thr- 
will be ceremonious, stirring and. oughout the war. 
in most cases, separate, it has bee- For some civilians Lhe food and 
ome inconvenient for officials in clothing that came from private. 
Moscow and Washington to recall rather than Lend-Lease aid. was 
the wartime alliance, just as it is truly life-giving. Leo Gruliow. a 
difficult to commemorate the tra- Christian Science Monitor cor-. . 
reformation of Germany-and respondent in Moscow in the 
Japan from foes to friends. -■ 1970s.--says he was warmly wel- 

But as we devise tactful tiiys to corned whenever he identified 
honour the postwar rec- hims ? ,f as a former official of the 
onciliation. we should also look Russian War Relief, 
for means to refresh, if not restore, ‘.‘You saved my life, his 
the atmosphere of U.S.-Soviet secretary-translator told him. rec- 
cooperation. ailing the American overcoat he 

During the four years from Hit- had received in an orphanage in 
ler s invasion of the Soviet Union mid-war. 
in June 1941 to Japan’s surrender Asa reporter. Mr. Gruliow also 

in 1945. American and Soviet tro- covered the stoiy of the American 
ops saw little of each other. The Red Cross official who repatriated 
link-up at the Elbe River on April a groupof 800to900 orphans who 
25. 1945. joined armies that had had been evacuated early in the 
maintained communications with war from Leningrad to the Far 
one another only at the highest East. In a journey that lasted alm- 
(and often most strained) political 081 a y ear - he transported them by 
level. The individual, human con- s® 3 across^ he Pacific, by rail acr- 
tact that burst into joyful cel- oss America and by boat home 
ebration there and in similar enc- a 8 ain after the war. 
ounters in Czechoslovakia was the "Whatever the silences in the 
exception, not the rule, in the con- official press, whatever the pro- 
duct of the alliance. While I bel- paganda and the level of hos- 
ieve we should commemorate the dlity." Mr. Gruliow believes, "the 
meeting on the Elbe, many other Russian people don’t forget. They 
activities led up to that moment know all about what happened." 
and made it possible. Those all- Most Americans, however, do 
but-forgotten endeavours deserve not know or have forgotten. And 
to be remembered. Soviet officials have tried to erase 

It should not be impossible to (be folk memory of the wartime 
find survivors of the joint collaboration. Yet there are 
Soviet-American crew that sailed moments of unpublicised gra- 
the cruiser USS Milwaukee from tirade. 

the Brooklyn Navy Yard to Mur- Travelling last August on a 
mansk in the spring of 1944. As Dnieper River excursion SLeanuer 
the ship was formally handed over from Kiev to Odessa. Ray Ellis, a 
there. Americans stood the port former Lend-Lease official in the 
watch for several symbolic days Soviet Union, was surprised when 
while Soviet seamen took the sta- (he captain presented him with a 
rboard duty. To recreate that bowl. He was told ir was an award 
camaraderie, at least briefly, we for his wartime service, which had 
need only take our memories out included 10 months in Nov- 
of mothballs. osibirsk helping Soviet workers 

In that same spirit, the military build a radio-tube factory so that 
record keepers could perhaps (heir units could establish and. 
track down ihe men and women maintain communication with 
who served together in building American forces as the two adv- 
and operating three airfields at anced towards each other across 
Poltava in the Ukraine. If was Europe. 

there, on June 2. 1944, that 73 * “There’s a smouldering fire 
Hying Fortresses landed after a lhere.IfwecouIdjustblowonit.it 
flight from Italy and a highly sue- would burst out again.” says Mr. 
cessful bombing run on the enemy Ellis, a former Raytheon vice pre- 
airfield at Debrecen in Hungary, stdent. 

Poltava, the battlefield where This anniversary year is the (ime 

Peter the Great destroyed the to try in small, human ways to rev- 
Swedish Array in June 1 709. was we that warmth by reuniting those 
the one site in the USSR where who once kindled it. There should 
Soviets and Americans conducted be reunions — not just on the 
joint combat operations; 18 Elbe, but in Murmansk and Pol- 
sh utile-bombing missions that tava ai, d ’ n (he American factory 
made history at the time but have ^wos where Soviet soldiers and 
become footnotes since . workers trained to use the planes. 

Somewhere, though, one Arne- *™cks and jeeps, specially built 
rican airman who flew on that first locomotives and freight cars that 
run may still recall his reaction were so vital to victory, 
when he landed: “Russia! Nobody to both the United States and 
ever rold us it was pretty ” And lhe Soviet Union, an effort should 
among His hosts then there may be made to assemble and print 
still live some who remember the first-person recollections of this 
four months of Operation Frantic extraordinary time of coo- 
when the bases were built from peration. There should be gat- 
scratch by American and Soviet herings of scholars and com- 
soldiers who competed in trying to batants from the victors and the 
learn each other's language and vanquished. We may find some 
who delighted in passing off hair- guidance towards 8 future of 
curling obscenities in English or P®ace — The Washington Post. 
Russian as formal or endearing The writer is a Republican sen- 
phrases suitable for social use. ator from Maryland. 
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i Curry retains WBA crown 


BIRMINGHAM, England (R) — American Don 
Curry stopped British challenger Colin Jones in the 
fourth round to retain his World Boxing Association 
(WBA) welterweight crown amid disgraceful scenes 
Saturday night. 


The tight ended 36 seconds into 
the round after Puerto Ricun ref- 
eree Ismael Fernandez had called 
up ringside doctor David Target to 
inspect a deep cm across the bri- 
dge of Jones' nose inflicted by the 
American's quick-fire punches. 

The fiercely partisan crowd 
erupted in anger over the decision. 
Bottles and coins were thrown 
into the ring and some fans, hur- 
ling abuse at both the referee and 
Curry, tried to breach security rai-' 
lings. 

The scenes were reminiscent ol 
those in London in September 
19N0 when American Marvin 
Hagler dethroned British world 
middleweight champion Alan 
Mimcr. Hagler v owed that he 
would never again light in Britain. 

Curry. 23. dominated the sch- 
eduled 15-round fight with acc- 
urate jabbing and stinging right 
crosses. 

The American entered the ring 
looking relaxed and sharp, while 
Jones had looked tense. 

it was the 25 year-old Wel- 
shman's third attempt to land a 
world title. He drew with another 
American. Milton McCrary lor 


the World Boxing Council l WBC) 
crown in Reno. Nevada, in March 
1 9S3 and lost narrowly on points 
to MeCrory five months later in 
Las Vegas. 

He came out to a hero's wel- 
come Saturday night. Bui it took 
Jones five minutes to walk from 
his changing room to the ring as 
the crowd surged forward to mob 
him. 

Calm had to be restored before 
Curry made his entrance but the 
American, his face a picture of 
concentration throughout the 
fight, appeared unruffled by the 
hostile reception. 

Even before the fight started 
the referee had to remove a coin 
thrown from the stands. 

Jones was quickly in trouble as 
Curry pressed forward from the 
first bell, his front fool firm and his 
left jab flicking out venomously. 
The Welshman ended the first 
round bleeding from the nose. 

Curry began the second round 
just as confidently, putting tog- 
ether some punishing com- 
binations which took Jones by 
surprise and forced him back on to 
the ropes. 
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Curry, known as'the Cobra’ for 
his speed and patience, was quick 
to counter the Welshman's attacks 
in the third. He opened the cut 
across Jones' nose and the cha- 
llenger returned to his corner at 
the bell with his face and chest 
smeared with blood. 

Jones threw several wild left 
hooks at the start of Lhe fourth in a 
desperate bid to floor the Ame- 
rican. But it was ail to no avail. 

Referee Ismael Fernandez int- 
ervened as the blood continued to 
pour from Jones' nose and when 
the fight was stopped the cha- 
llenger slumped on to the ropes 
and wept. 

Afterwards he said: "I have 
never been stopped before and 1 
feel so disappointed. I had so 
much fight left in me.'' 

Curry and his manager Don 
Gorman both said they would 
consider reluming to Britain to 
fight again. Gorman said that a 
few troublemakers were to be 
found at all fights and suggested 
he would bring WBA junior- 
welterweight champion Gene 
Hatcher here to defend his title 
against Britain's Terry Marsh 
soon. 

Curry added: “I proved tonight 
that I am the best fighter in The 
world." 


E. Germans claim 
bobsled title 

CERVINJA. Italy (AP) — The 
East German ream of Woifang 
Hoppe and Dietner Sch- 
auerhammer on Sunday won the 
world two-man bobsled title 
ahead of another East German 
duo oT Dcilefr Richter and Steffen 
Grummt. 

Hoppe, a 27-year student, won 
a gold medal, clocking an agg- 
regate time of 4:18.72 minutes 
after four official runs Saturday 
and Sundav- 


World Indoor Games end 

PARIS (R) — The World Indoor both produced a theatrical climax. 
Games provided a sprinkling of Patrik Sjoebcrg, Sweden's Oly- 
cla&sy performances this weekend mpic silver medallist, soared to 
despite the absence of so many victory in the high jump ahead of 
athletics stars. J 7-year-old Cuban prodigy Javier 

The presence of some 70 cou- Sotomayor. But he failed in an 
ntries made the inaugural games attempt to set a world indoor best 


the most cosmopolitan athletics 
assembly since the 1983 World 
Championships in Helsinki. 

The likes of Carl Lewis. Jarmila 
Kratochvilova and Mary Decker, 
who helped make Helsinki unf- 
orgettable. stayed away from the 
Paris party. 

But even though all the reigning 
Olympic individual champions 
turned their backs on an outing 
falling inconveniently early in the 
season, the two-day meeting at the. 
Bercy Sports Palace had its mem- 
orable moments. 

East Germany, never a country 
to squander their resources on 
hopeless sporting causes, sent just 
six athletes and left with four gold 
and two silver medals. 

Thomas Schoenlcbe. still short 
of his 20th birthday, set a world 
best time for the 400 metres to 
swell the ranks of East German 
world-beaters. His time of 45.60 
sliced 0.19 seconds from the mark 
set la:>t February by American 
Antonio McKay. It was the only 
world best of the meeting. 

Compatriot Marita Koch also 
added another title to her col- 
lection. A European champion in 
I97K and Olympic gold medallist 
two years later. Koch took the 200 
metres title — albeit in Kra- 
tochvilova's absence — with con- 
summate ease. 

Silke Gladisch. Koch's team- 
mate in the world championship 
gold medal sprint relay, won the 
60 metres and long jumper Hclga 
Radtkc completed East Ger- 
many's golden quartet. Udo 
Beyer. 1976 Olympic champion, 
and fellow shot-putter Ines Mue- 
ller were the East Gorman silver 
medallists. 

The high jump and pole vault 
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Deluxe furnished apartment. Three bedrooms, two 
salons plus dining room, big terrace, centrally hea- 
ted with telephone and garage. 

Location: Jebal Amman. Second Circle. 

For more Information please call Tel: 41151 







ONI VARSITY OF 
JORDAN 
ANNOUNCES 
ARABIC FOR SPEAKERS- 
OF OTHER LANGUAGES 

THE I.ANGI AGF.S CENTER al Ihu I'rmcrsiij uf 
Jordan announces that courses in Modern Stan- 
dard Arabic for Speakers of Other Languages will 
commence on February 2. and will last for lb 
weeks. Two programs will be offered 

1 The intensive program in which classes meet 
in (he morning for 2fl hours per week. Satur- 
day -W ednesday The fee for these courses is 
Jl) 140 per term. 

2 Lhe regular program in which classes meet 0* 
hours per week t 5.30-“: 10 Saturday. Mon- 
day. and Wednesday). The fee for these cour- 
ses »s .ID 50 per term 

Those interested please call at the Language 
Center for registration between 26 January and 
2nd February 1985 


of 2.38 metres. 

World champion Sergei Bubka, 
aided by his older but less- 
celebrated brother Vasily, won 
the pole vault clash with French 
Olympic bronze medallist Thierry 
Vigneron. 

Vigneron threw down the cha- 
llenge by clearing 5.70 metres, but 
while Vasily Bubka failed to cap 
that, Sergei defiantly trumped the 
Frenchman with an effort of 5.75. 

The competitiveness of their 
battle added spice to the meeting 
and recalled last September's duel 
in Rome when Vigneron claimed 
the world record only for the Sov- 
iet vaultcr to seize it back. 

There was excitement, too. in 
the men's sprints, both of which 
were decided by the wafer-thin 
margin of 0.01 seconds. 

Ben Johnson. Canada's Oly- 
mpic 100 metres bronze medallist, 
enjoyed the pleasure of a narrow 
victory over Sam Graddy. the 
American who beat him to the sil- 
ver in Los Angeles. 

Aleksander Evgeniev, Soviei- 
European indoor champion, was 
fastest away in the 200 but only 
just withstood lhe challenge of 
Britain’s Ade Mafe. 

Hosts France celebrated a vic- 
tory in the 5 -km walk by 35- 
year-old Gerard Lelicvre and hai- 
led Stcphane Cariscan. winner of 
the 60 metres hurdles, as suc- 
cessor to 1 y76 Olympic champion 
Guy Drul. 

But the meeting told a partial 
story. Absent Europeans had the 
European Indoor Championships 
in Athens on their minds, while 
the Americans — who sent none 
of their nine reigning individual 
Olympic champions — preferred 
to stay at home so early in the 
season. 


Spanish clubs face bankruptcy 


By Pedro Diez 

Reuter 

MADRID — Spain's top soccer 
clubs, hit by spiralling costs and a 
streak of bad luck, arc floundering 
in debt and many are on the verge 
of bankruptcy. 

“It's the worst crisis in the his- 
tory of Spanish football, som- 
etimes I wonder if we can get out 
of it,” said Salvador Gomar. man- 
ager of once-wealthy Valencia. 

Debts from the 1982 World 
Cup. bad weather which has hit 
fixtures, a players' strike, poor 
results in the three European club 
competitions, a pools row. and fal- 
ling gales Have forced nearly all 
the first and second division clubs 
to tighten their belts. 

Their total debt which was 12 
billion pesetas (about $69 million 1 ) 
two years ago has climbed to nea- 
rly 16 billion pesetas ($91 mil- 
lion). according to league sec- 
retary general Jesus Samper. 

Some smaller teams, once acc- 
ustomed to high-class treatment 
now take public transport to mat- 
ches to cut costs ... but comfort 
and style are not the only cas- 
ualties of the austerity moves. 

The Spanish league, which has 
traditionally attracted top foreign 
stars, is now in danger of losing 
prestige as clubs grow reluctant to 
contract big-money names or do 
not have the capital to keep exp- 
ensive internationals. 

Valencia, strapped by a 1.6 bil- 
lion peseta ($9.1 million) debt, 
lost Argentine World Cup striker 
Mario Kcmpes last June because 
they could not afford to renew his 
contract. 

Under the slogan “let's save 
Valencia" the club has launched a 
fund-raising drive but lotteries 
and appeals have produced mea- 
gre returns. 

The financial crisis facing Val- 
encia and many other clubs began 
when they borrowed huge sums to 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 
5th Circle - Jabal Amman 

Apartment occupying entire floor of building. Con- 
sisting of 3 bedrooms, 2 salons, separate central' 
heating, telephone, garage. 

Located near Ammoun Hotel. 

Please call Tel: 673309 


K.. . WANTED ,.■■■■ 

ELECTRONICS ENGINEER 




A prominent trading company in Amman requires an 
electronic engineer — (minimum one year exp- 
erience and English speaking preferable). 

Applications with copies of certificates to be sub- 
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mitted to P.O. Box 383, Amman-Jordan. 
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INVITATION 

We have the honour to invite you to the SILK pai- \P 
nting exhibition of the Jordanian Artist 

MRS. IKBAL SHUKRI-TANNIR 

which is currently under way at' the exhibition hall, 

The Royal Cultural Centre , until Sunday January 
27th (daily from 10 a.m. fo 6 p.m. including Friday). 

We recommend you make an effort to see this exq- 
uisite show. 

Friends of the artist 


remodel their grounds for the 
1962 World Cup. 

Some 11 dubs arc haunted by 
debts and AtJeiico Madrid, Elchc. 
Real Beds. Es panel Barcelona, 
Sevilla, Hercules Alicante, and 


sales. 

Only Real Madrid, who have 
reached the UEFA Cup quarter 
finals, and league leaders Bar- 
celona have a fighting chance of 
slashing their one billion peseta 


Malaga have all had trouble kce- (S5.7 million) deficits with cap- 
ping up repayments. * acity crowds. 

The situation has become so Clubs say a partial solution 
drastic that Roman Cuyas. the would be higher fees from tel- 
secretary of state for sport, asked evision and radio but their picas 
for an audit of the clubs' debts to have fallen on deaf cars to date, 
study possible credits to bail them And failure to reach agreement 
out. with Spain's stale-run television 

Events over the past year have company over the price it should 
contributed to the problems. pay to broadcast matches has 
Ticket sales, already sluggish meant no coverage this season. 


with stadiums generally only 60 
per cent filled, plummettcd last 
September during the 1 5-day pla- 
yers' strike over terms and social 
security arrangements. 

Only one-sixth the usual num- 
ber of fans turned out to sec the 
matches when amateurs and jun- 
iors were fielded in place of the 
professionals. 

Also hitting into potential 
big-money gate sales has been the 
failure of all but one club to make 
an impact in the three European 
club competitions. 

Real Bet is and Atletico Madrid 
estimate they have lost more than 
100 million pesetas (about 


$575,000) and 60 million pesetas only by Athletic Bilbao and Real 
(about $350.00) respectively in Socicdad of San Sebastian. 


Flying Figini wins 3rd downhill 


MEGEVE. France (R) — Mic- 
hela Figini of Switzerland con- 
firmed her status as the new sup- 
erstar of women's skiing when she 
swept to her third consecutive 
World Cup downhill victory here 
Sunday. 

The 18-yeur-old Olympic dow- 
nhill champion, who has also won 
a giant slalom and asuper-giam in 
her last five trips to the starting 
line, held off a strong French cha- 
llenge to repeat her win here last 


year and open a 20-point lead in ce _ K t o lhc technical difficulty of 


the overall cup standings. 

Figini’s fifth win in 1 6 days con- 
firmed her as an apparently una- 
ssailable contender tor the world 
championship downhill in Bor- 
mio. Italy, on February 2. 

“Flying Figini” demonstrated 
her mastery with a virtually fau- 
ltless run on a tough 2.1 10-mcirc 
course, her time of one minute 
32.23 seconds giving her a narrow 
victory over Catherine 'Juitiei 
and Claudine Emonet of France. 


the course, which they said suited 
them better than their rivals. 

Bui Swiss domination of overall 
standings was ensured by Maria 
Walliscr's fifth place, which kept 
her third behind Figini and 
team-mate Brigitte Ocrtli. 

Their closest rival. Marina 
KiehJ of West Germany, was suf- 
fering from a cold and did not race 
Sunday. 

Figini has a good chance of inc- 
Dcspite good visibility, light reasing her overall lead in a giant 
luYiis and a lighrcovcring of soft slalom at neighbouring St. Ger- 
snow brought 1 2 of<ihe4X starters vais 'Monday. She showed her all- 
crashing into the safety nets. Biu round skills by winning the last 
the only serious casually was Aus- giant slalom at Maribor Yug- 
tria's Sieglinde Winkler, who fell ostavja early this month, but she 
badly jus! a few metres from the could be hard-pressed by Wal- 
finish and fractured a vertebra, iiscr. currently second in the giant 
Despite becoming the first slalom standings. 
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Clubs also want a bigger share 
of profits from the state pools, 
blaming the current crisis on their 
low cut. 

The only first division side 
which is not broke is lowly Osa- 
suna of Pamplona, one of the few 
clubs that did not have to remodel 
its stadium for the World Cup. 

Five seasons ago Osasuna ret- 
urned to the first division with, 
debts of 100 million pesetas (S 
570.000). Now it is 300 million 
pesetas (S 1 .7 million) in the black. 

Part of Osasuna’s financial suc- 
cess may be due to their refusal to 
sign expensive big-names and for- 
eign players, a policy followed 




woman to win three successive 
downhills in five years. Figini 
remained non-committal about 
her prospects at the World Cha- 
mpionships. 

** It's just one race and it all dep- 
ends on who's on form on the 
day." she said, adding that anyone 
of at least 15 girls could win. 

Three other French girls made it 
a day to remember for the host 
country by finishing in the top 1 5 
Sunday . They attributed their suc- 
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SCANDINI/VIAN 

SHOWROOM 

£ Living- rooms 

* Oinmg rooms 

* Bedroom sets 
*■ Wall units 

* Lighting fixtures 
■frCIubS for children 

* Modern Danish design 

* Feather- upholstery 
■fr Danish-Pack Homes 
☆Tax-free if applicable 

Tel. 663899 Civil defence street 



Tne /outniul 
style with ar 
eye to the futuie 


To advertise in 
this section 



RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

A unconditioned 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 pun. 
6:30 p.m, - Midnight 
Tel. 38968 



CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 
Mongolian Barbecue 
for lunch FRIDAY 
Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
special itias 
Open deify 

1 12. *00 noon - 3:30 pjn. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 


CHINA 
RESTAURANT! 


anon momnm 


The first and best Chinese 
restaurant 
in Aqaba 
Take - away service ava- 
, . liable 

'Open daily 1 1 .30 0:30 - and 6:30 
II KM 

aQABA, Tel. 4415 



CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

ESTABLISHMENT 

peeking, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 


AfNmn world 

| Tel: 664090 Ttau Z270S OCSMCO JO| 
OMiNumMim 
P.O. 8m *3*4*7 
AMMAN JORDAN 


E * ★ ★fine- Ihtalrr* * ★ ■* 

Philadelphia* 

* 
-fc 
* 

KISS IN ATTACK * 
- OF THE + 

PHANTOMS * 
* 
+ 
M 

ShowtM ;UD 6 IOIS ■* 
TEL . .14144. JAM9 * 

I* ★★★*★+★+ + ** 
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■Dollar faces crucial week on foreign exchanges 
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FRANKFURT (R) — Irit-. 
emational currency markets face a 
,-vCnjcial week; which U likely to test 
:^the newly -declared, resolve of 
major central banks to join forces 
to curb the dollar's strength. 

The United States signalled to 
its major allies' at the end of last 

. week that it is more willing to take 
part in concerted intervention to 
limit excessive surges of the dollar, 
marking a possible shift in the pre- 
vious hands-off policy pursued by 
the Reagan administration. 

But senior currency dealers 
questioned by Reuters remained 
highly sceptical and said the com- 
ing week could see traders and 
speculators alike pushing the dol- 
■ lar cautiously higher to test whe- 
ther the U.S, will back its words 
with actions. 

“ If s a bit like waving a red flag 
. aL a bull,” one senior dealer from a 
West German bank said. 

After a two-day meeting in 
Washington last week, finance- 
ministers of the U.S., West Ger- ■ 
many, Japan, Britain and France 
— the Group of Five — issued a 
statement reaffirming their wil- 
lingness to support weak cur- ‘ 


rencies if they agreed the dollar 
was being bid up excessively. 

The statement was essentially a 
reiteration of an accord drawn up 
at the 1983 Williamsburg summit 
of the seven leading industrial nat- 
ions, signed also by Canada and 
Italy. 

Economists said the U.S. has 
paid only lip service to this agr- 
eement, but Treasury Secretary 
Donald Regan seemed to -fire a 
warning shot to the markets at the 
end of last week when he stated 
the reaffirmation gave the accord 
“added significance". 

The dollar will begin this week 
hovering just below 12-year highs 
against the German mark, near a 
record high against the battered 
British pound and at a nine-year 
peak against the Swiss franc, dri- 
ven by confidence in a booming 
U.S. economy. 

Of the Group of Five central 
banks, only the Bundesbank has 
consistently thrown huge amounts 
of foreign exchange reserves into 
defence of the mark, although 
France and Japan have also fav- 
oured intervention. The German 
weekend press was highly sce- 


ptical of any new backing from the 

The Frankfurter Allgemeine 
newspaper said: “Whether in the 
future the U.S. participates more 
in intervention and whether we 
can expect more frequent and 
massive dollar sales... remains an 
open question." 

The powerful and fiercely ind- 
ependent Bundesbank has often 
found itself on a limb trying to 
defend the mark. 

In what it described as a solo 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

effort last September, when the 
dollar was surging past 3.17 
marks, the German central bank 
poured a massive $450 million 
into the market on one day. unl- 
eashing panic among speculators 
and driving the U.S. currency 
down nearly 15 pfennigs. 

But over the longer-term this 
intervention, lacking anything 
more than token support from the 
U.S., was less effective and by last 
week the dollar had touched a 
12-year high of 3.20 marks. 

Mr. Rudolf Jung, senior dealer 


at Bankers Trust here, said spe- 
culators may take fright after the 
Washington news and the dollar 
could fait But only provided cen- 
tral banks show their hand. 

“If they do not intervene and 
live up;to the agreement, the dol- 
lar could rise to 3.25 to 3.30 
marks." he said. 

Some currency traders believe 
the New York Federal Reserve, 
which handles any U.S. int- 
ervention, may have intervened 
on Friday. 

The dollar closed New York 
trading at the day’s low of 3.1635 
marks after a rapid decline from 
3.1860 and amid strong spe- 
culation the Federal Reserve had 
been selling. But dealers had little 
concrete evidence and a U.S. tre- 
asury spokesman declined com- 
ment. 

In addition to the Bundesbank, 
the central banks of Japan and 
France have maintained a fairly 
high profile with dollar sales dur- 
ing the currency's recent surge. 

But economists said the blame 
for a recent increase in currency 
speculation, particularly against 
.sterling, cannot be laid entirely at 


Washington’s door. Last week’s 
run on the pound — stopped only 
by a government engineered 1% 
per cent rise in U,K. interest raies 
— was also due to the reluctance 
of British authorities to intervene. 

Monetary sources said Eur- 
opean central banks, including the 
Bank of England, wanted to int- 
ervene 1 0 days ago when sterling 
was sliding rapidly to a record low 
of $1.10. This was overruled by 
the British government which has 
also insisted on allowing the 
pound to find its own level. 

The Economist, the British 
news magazine, wrote this week: 
“The (U.K.) government should 
be more ready to throw its res- 
erves into the exchange markets 
occasionally — not to defend a 
particular rate, but simply to burn 
the fingers of speculators who 
have gone short of sterling in a 
thin market." 

The pound had shown signs of 
steadying at around $1.12 by the 
end of last week but dealers said 
Bank of* England intervention 
would certainly make it less vul- 
nerable to further attack by spe- 
culators. 


Syrian congress focuses on troubled economy 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria’s tro- 
— ^ ubled economy has faced unu- 
.... i" ... sually critical public scrutiny this 
nnili /fjBonth as the ruling Ba'ath Arab 
' Socialist Party debated economic 
problems during its first congress 
in five years. 

The congress, which has met 
mainly behind closed doors since 
convening on Jan. 5. has devoted 
nearly half its time to the eco- 
nomy. 

Economic affairs are expected 
to figure prominently in a report 
to be issued when the congress 
adjourns this week, according to 
Syrian press reports. 

The semi-official daily A1 Tha- 
wra said Iasi Wednesday the con- 
gress studied measures to dee- 
mphasisc industrial expansion and 
channel more money into the neg- 
lected agricultural sector. 

Western diplomats expect Pre- 
sident Hafez AJ Assad to ann- 
-■y>unce changes soon among Syria’s 
: economic managers in response to 
growing discontent among Ba'ath 
Pany leaders. 

But they say widespread eco- 


nomic reforms are unlikely. Pre- 
sident Assad is more likely to urge 
stricter adherence to socialist eco- 
nomic models introduced when 
the Ba’ath Party took control in 
1963, they add. 

Nor are there likely to be any 
reductions in the nation’s defence 
spending, which took up more 
than 60 per cent of the total 1984 
budget, according to the official 
statistical index. 

After a three-day preparatory 
session last month, the party cen- 
tral committee issued a statement 
noting“gap5, negative aspects and 
.difficulties" in the economy and 
recommending measures to “str- 
engthen the economic base, pro- 
mote production and modernise 
agriculture.” 

Diplomatic analysts say such 
language was unusually frank in a 
nation known for keeping its 
domestic problems out of the pub- 
lic forum. They say it could ind- 
icate the severity of Syria’s eco- 
nomic ills. 

Diplomats and residents say. 
however, the economic picture is 


far from gloomy. 

They note a recent discovery of 
high-quality crude oil. in Syria’s 
northeast region believed to be 
large enough to give the country a 
competitive position as a net oil 
exporter. 

They add that Syria has also 
kept its inflation rate at a man- 
ageable 1 5 per cent annually, lar- 
gely attributable to stiff gov- 
ernment price and import con- 
trols^ 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

“There’s no runaway inflation 
here by any stretch of the ima- 
gination,” said one Western eco- 
nomic analyst. “Inflation by no 
means is a source of consumer dis- 
satisfaction.” 

But Syria’s currency has tum- 
bled on international markets dur- 
ing the past six months, now sel- 
ling at about 1 1 pounds to the dol- 
lar compared to a July rate of 7.5 
pounds. 

Several government measures 
to stop the decline, including a 


recent reduction of the official 
exchange rate and tighter controls 
on imports, have so far failed. 

Residents say the effect instead 
has been to limit the availability of 
many consumer goods because, 
facing domestic shortages, the 
government has simply opted to 
do without rather than relax con- 
trols on imports. 

New automobiles, for example, 
may be purchased only by gov- 
ernment subscription during reg- 
istrations conducted once every 
five years. 

Prices for the cars are easily 
twice those of other Arab cou- 
ntries, and residents say once a 
new car is ordered, the waiting 
period usually averages another 
three to five years. 

Used cars, meanwhile, have 
resale values averaging five to 10 
times higher than outside Syria. 
One Damascus resident said he 
recently sold his 20-year-old 
British-made car for the equ- 
ivalent of $6,000. 

Private importation of cars, clo- 
thing and other hem is rampant 


although officially forbidden. 
Some members of congress have 
suggested tighter import res- 
trictions to curb a growing trade 
deficit, over $2 billion in 1983. 

- In a mocking reply, an editorial 
cartoon in Saturday’s A1 Thawra 
depicted a podium-pounding 
member of congress angrily dem- 
anding a government, crackdown 
on smuggled imports. 

The next frame showed him 
naked, cowering behind the poi- 
dum as a policeman confiscated 
the (imported) clothes off his 
back. 

Residents say black-market 
shopping is an essential pan of 
Syrian life because locally- 
produced goods ranging from 
bananas to toilet paper often can- 
not be found in government sto- 
res. 

“If the government can’t get 
raw materials for the paper fac- 
tory. then they just close h down/ 
It means that we can’t get things 
like toilet paper for several days.” 
a Damascus housewife com- 
plained. 


Japan is taking a gamble in staging Expo ’85 
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TOKYO: The body of New Orfe 
ean’s bankrupt Expo ’ 84 may -not- : 
yet be cold, but already the cou- 
ntdown has begun to the .opening 
next spring of the 1985 world’s 
fair in Tsukuba, Japan. 

Out of a 250-acre sea of mud 35 
miles nonh-east of Tokyo a fut- 

— uristic mini-city of steel and glass, 
computers and robots, screen 
images and space rides is beg- 
inning to emerge. 

Japan is investing Y570 billion 
($2.3 billion) in the venture, much 
of which will never be recouped. 
The government will regard the 
money as well spent, however, if 
, the exposition succeeds in injj- 
, ecting new life into Tsukuba sci- 
• ence cify. an artificial town des- 

— igned to'be the scientific capital of 
Japan, but which has yet to live up 
to the planners’ dreams. 


•*-. .Tsukuba Expo. ’85 will be ess- 
entially a science fair, but aims to 
present technology with a human 
face. ■ 

It will open on March 17 for six 
months and the organisers are 
■hoping for 20 million visitors with, 
perhaps, 5 per cent of them com- 
ing from overseas. 

Among the attractions w01 be 
Sony’s Jumbotron, the world’s 
largest television set with a screen 
the size of four tennis courts: the 
Fuyo robot theatre, where visitors 
will be invited to play games with 
the robots: a giant tomato tree 
bearing about 10,000 tomatoes, 
which will be grown by guiding 
sunlight into its pavilion through 
optical fibres; and the world's lar- 
gest ferns wheel, taking pas- 
sengers to the height of a 25- 
storey building. 


The stated aim of Expo *85 is to 

a iiasr am g ad t 1 mmmws -t d-si 

the science and technology 
ociated with their different cul- 
tures and to examine how sci- 
entific progress can be adapted to 
the environment and enrich peo- 
ple’s lives. 

■ Its origins, however, lie in a 
more practical question: How to 
revitalise Tsukuba Science City, a 
new town in a no-man’ s-land that 
has never really taken off. 

Tsukuba was bom in 1963 out 
of Japan’s fears that its industrial 
and technological successes could 
fizzle out unless more was put into 
basic research. “High on imi- 
tation, low on innovation” was the 
common criticism of Japan and. 
the government wanted to counter 
it 

The result, Tsukuba Science 


City, was an attempt to gather the 
itry*s top resemchers-toge ther 
in 'an atmosphere where creative 
ideas might blossom, and sim- 
ultaneously to promote dec- 
entralisation from overcrowded 
Tokyo. 

The government hopes siting 
Expo ‘85 at Tsukuba will give the 
city the shot in the arm it so badly 
needs. . 

One of the biggest obstacles to 
the development of Tsukuba — 
and' one of the main difficulties 
which the Expo organisers have to 
face — is the city's inaccessibility. 
The nearest railway station is 
more than half-an-hour’s drive 
away and up till now there has 
been no direct road link with 
Tokyo. 

To cope with the expected inf- 
lux of visitors to the fair a tem- 


porary railway station 8 miles 
from- -Tsukuba._is-. under/, con- 
struction. and fleets of buses will 
connect it with the Expo site. The 
Tokyo expressway is due to open 
by March. 

The other main difficulty faced 
by the organisers is the lack of 
accommodation. They say that 
Expo visitors will need three days 
to see everything properly. 

However, by next spring there 
will still be only- 22,000 hotel or 
guest house beds within 20 miles 
of Tsukuba and a large proportion 
of these will be taken up by site 
personnel. 

As one observer put it, the two 
biggest problems which Tsukuba 
faces are first, that it won’t attract 
enough people to the Expo, and 
second, that it will — Financial 
Tunes news feature. 


OPEC experts discuss oil 
price differentials in Riyadh 


DOHA (R) — Qatar’s oil minister said he was sure 
the Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) would master the problem of oil price dif- 
ferentials as.OPEC experts gathered in Riyadh for a 
meeting Sunday to discuss the issue. 


The Riyadh meeting, chaired by 
Saudi Arabian Oil Miuister 
Ahmad Zaki Yamani, is due also 
to be attended by delegates from 
Kuwait, Qatar, Algeria, The Uni- 
ted Arab Emirates (UAE) and 
Nigeria. 

AJ though technically an experts 
meeting to prepare for a full mee- 
ting of ministers from OPEC 
member states in Geneva later this 
month. Nigeria's Oil Minister 
Tam David West is in the Saudi 
capital to represent his country. 

Iraqi Oil Minister Qassem 
Ahmad Taqi also arrived in Riy- 
adh Saturday night with a message 
from President Saddam HusseiD 
for King Fahd. Mr. Taqi is exp- 
ected to discuss the oil situation 
with Sheikh Yamani during his 
stay. 

Qatari Finance and Petroleum 
Minister Sheikh Abdul Aziz Ibn 
Khalifa A1 Thani said in a Doha 
interview Sunday he believed last 
year’s agreement on production 
and pricing would be effective 
because OPEC members were 
aware the decisions had been 
made in their own interests. 

Disagreements among 


bers of OPEC at their Geneva 
meeting in December should not 
be exaggerated, he added. 

The meeting agreed to a slight 
pyce cut for light crudes and an 
increase in the price of heavy cru- 
des, although some members felt 
the changes were not sufficient. 

“All that happened at the last 
meeting was that two members 
felt that the issue of price dif- 
ferentials was not resolved 1 in a 
manner suitable to them... we 
hope that the organisation 
(OPEC) will be able to solve this 
problem.” the Qatari minister 
said. 

He did not name the two mem- 
bers, although industry sources 
believe the UAE and Nigeria are 
involved. 

He also said OPEC had failed in 
its efforts to convince North Sea 
oil producers Britain and Norway 
to coordinate a pricing policy with 
it. 

In the interview published in AJ 
Rayyah and the Gulf Times. She- 
ikh Abdul Aziz said: “Contacts 
have been made between OPEC 
and Britain and Norway regarding 
mem- prices, but it is understood the two 
countries preferred to act on the 


U.S. seeks 
to boost 
meat sales 
in M.E. 

BAHRAIN (R) — A team of U.S. 
meat experts is due in the Gulf 
area next month to find ways of 
boosting sales of quality American 
meat in the Middle EasL 

U.S. agricultural sources said 
the team will visit Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Bahrain and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) to gather 
background information to dev- 
elop red meat and poultry pro- 
ducts specifically for the Middle 
East market. 

“There is a small but important 
and growing market for high- 
quality beef, particularly among 
institutional buyers such as hot- 
els," the sources said. 
f^AIthough U.S. producers can- 
not compete in price with tra- 
ditional mass suppliers to the area, 
such as Australia. New Zealand 
and South America, the team will 
also “look for other products that 
might fit into the mass market,” 
the sources said. 

They added that the outlook 
that cheaper is better is giving way 
to demand for quality products. 

“Buyers are becoming more 
demanding, and this is true thr- 
oughout the Gulf, especially with 
more people traveDing and their 
knowledge of the world exp- 
anding," they added. 

The t eam coming to the Gulf is 
from the meat export research 
centre of the college of agriculture 
at Iowa State University. 


spot market basis and have no des- 
ire io coordinate with the org- 
anisation in this respect." 

.He said be believed the agr- 
eement on production and pricing 
among OPEC members would be 
effective because all members 
were fully aware the decisions had 
been made in their own interests. 

Answering a question, he said 
he thought there was no need at 
present to cut OPECs current 
production limit of 1 6 million bar- 
rels per day (b/d) to increase dem- 
and and raise prices. 

But he added, without ela- 
boration: “If surprises should 
arise and OPEC finds itself con- 
fronted with an organised plan by 
consumers to bring about a price 
cut at any cost, then I don’t believe 
OPEC will hesitate to take any 
action necessary to safeguard the 
interests of its members.” 

The Qatari minisicr said any 
price cuts at present would lead to 
an international energy crisis 
worse than before, adding that he 
expected an increase in oil dem- 
and in the next few months. 

“The recent cold spell which has 
hit most of Western Europe and 
the North American continent has 
pushed spot market prices upw- 
ards." he said. 

This reflected a rise in demand 
likely to be met either by the con- 
sumers using up more of their sto- 
ckpiles or by making new pur- 
chases. he said. 










THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



‘They make disposable diapers, disposable 
dishes . . . when are they going to invent 
disposable windows?" 


Peanuts 


HI, CHUCK! UJE JUST 
CALLED TO WISH YOU 
A HAPPY NEW YEAR 



MARC1E WANTS TO KNOW 
IF YOU 5TILL LOVE 
HER, TOO, CHUCK... 


IM SOROLlfe NOT HERE 
ANYMORE ..I'VE SUPPENLY | 
8EC0MB A RECOUPING! 



Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


.Unscramble these (our Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary wonts. 
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WHAT A ©ARBASE 
TRUCK 15. 


Now arrange the aided letters to 
bnn the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon; 

Answer new: A if X I X J “LXJL X I 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterdays I dunces: GRIEF ALIAS MANAGE PRIMER 

Answer: The MARINES were “arranged” as a study 
group — “SEMINAR” 



Andy Capp 




FORECAST FOR MONDAY, JAN. 21, 1985 

[ GENERAL TENDENCIES: A day to put your atten- 
tion into being more up-to-date in your thinking and in 
yjxir activities and you can make a fresh start to be sue- - 
cessful by the use of current inventions and methods. 

I ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Contact those friends who 
row originality and gain much from them. Make the 
jrening a happy one at home, 
j TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Enthusiasm for your 
vrprk can make it more efficient and you gain greater 
benefits from it. 

I GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Study into current 
trends that can help you to achieve a greater success 
izl the future. Become more open-minded. 

‘MOON CHILDREN (Jane 22 to JuL 21) Find better 
methods through which you can improve your business 
affairs, such as computers and the like. 

[LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) It would be well to confer 
wjith lesser conservative persons which could prove to 
be both understanding and profitable: 

•VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Find the mechanisms 
that can make your work lighter and also save you hours 
of time. 

: LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Ideal day and evening 
to get into new kinds of entertainment that may please 
you very much. 

| SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Something rather 
serious may happen at home today, but take it in your 
stfride, since conditions will improve later. 

, SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) A good day to 
c< mmunicata well with others and get the right results. 
If, ake new contacts of worth even if it takes effort. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Study into more 
n >- to-date systems and ideas that are best for improv- 
ir g your property, and holdings. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) You have fine talents 
and can put them across admirably to others now. Then 
later be with persons who are lots of fun. 

[PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) If you do any studying, 
let it be of modem ways so that you can get out of that 
1-fashioned rut. 

YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
i very capable and go along with the New Era people, 
add it would be well to convince yopr unusually bright 
progeny to study modem inventions, scientific subjects, 
rocketry, etc. Do not neglect psychology since there will 
be many an opportunity to specialize in such. 


THE Daily Crossword By Rhode Kraus 


ACROSS 
1 Cud 

B Ram strike 
10 AJdKabbf. 

14 Couraga 

15 Jacob’s twin 

16 Location 

17 Avoid by 
decolt 

18 Tense 

19 Scent 

20 Retribution 
22 Toddler’s 

clothes 

24 Saloon 

25 Halo 
25 Tiny 

27 Identical 
language 
31 Or. letter 

33 Goddess of 
discord 

34 Form of 
greeting 

35 Venetians 
38 Tempted 

40 Skelton's 
freeloader 

41 Required 

42 Three; It. 

43 Slippery ones 

44 DC VIP 

45 Las Vegas 
entertainers 

47 Fool 

48 Dies — 

51 Dawn goddess 

52 Ibsen's “The 
Master—" 

54 Portend 

58 Language for 
a guru 

59 Ballot 

51 PUno adjuster 

62 Observed 

63 Distinct part 

64 Halrdye 

65 Formerly, once 

66 Self percep- 
tions 

67 Curves 

DOWN 

1 Feds 

2 Wander 
. 3 Test 

4 Parallel 
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5 Teeter 

6 Wagers 

7 Columbia 

8 Zodiac sign 

9 Teacher 

ID Soaking 

11 Rattlesnake 

12 Shop 

13 Concise 
21 Pressed 

23 Furniture wood 
25 Increase 

27 Bloodvessel 

28 Flstveating 
bird 

28 Banks 
30 515 yards 
32 Peripheral 
matters 

35 Teresa of song 

38 Pfekle flavor 
32 Logie, meeting 

39 Lukewarm 

40 To's companion 
42 Article 

45 Costume for 
Dorothy Lamour 


Yesterday'!: Puzzle Solved: 



46 Ger. poet 

47 

48 Mora certain 
50 Broadway 

production 
53 Fontarme’s 
partner 


54 Teachers' — 

55 Bfythand 
Miller 

56 Actor Kelly 

57 Memorable 
periods 

60 UncttfSp. 




Y t 









World news 


Soviets detect ‘positive’ U.S. 
approach in arms control talks 


MOSCOW (Agencies) —The United States, in pub- 
lic and private statements, has shown a “positive” 
approach toward new arms control talks, the Com- 
munist Party newspaper Pravda said Sunday. 


Since Foreign Minister Andrei 
Gromyko and U.S. Secretary of 
State George Shultz agreed on a 
framework for new arms control 
talks in Geneva earlier this month, 
the Soviet press and Mr. Gromyko 
have stressed that an important 

beginning was made but that the 
negotiations will be difficult. 


so-called “Star Wars” space wea- 
pons research programme, but 
added that proponents of it have 
not given up their stand. 

Pravda said the escalating arms 
race had disastrous effects on the 
American economy at the expense 
of social programmes. 


Mr. Gromyko said a week ago 
in a two-hour television interview 
with Soviet journalists that the 
Soviet Union demands that Was- 
hington stick to the spirit of the 
Geneva framework agreement, in 
particular on the issue of pre- 
venting the militarisation of space. 

Mr. “Gromyko said Mr. Shuliz 
had written him after the Geneva 
talks to assure him of U.S. int- 
entions to abide by t he agreement. 


“If we take the very fact of the 
Geneva meeting and the joint sta- 
tement channels, the high eva- 
luation of the Geneva accords by 
the White House and the U.S. 
Slate Department, it looks like a 
positive aspect has appeared ove- 
rseas in the approach to the talks." 
Pravda said Sunday. 

However. Pravda said this was 
largely because of pressure from 
public groups and U.S. allies to 
improve relations with the Soviet 
Union. Pravda also said there is 
growing opposition to the U.S. 
Strategic Defence Initiative, or' 


“An important, but only first 
step, was made in Geneva." Pra- 
vda concluded. “And one cannot 
permit that they follow the steps in 
the directly opposite direction. 
Peace-loving forces throughout 
the world are waging the struggle 
to see that the Geneva agreements 
will be realised fully and as soon as 
possible. 

"Today, there is still an opp- 
ortunity to reach an agreement 
about the nonmilitarisation of 
space and to stop the arms race on 
earth and prevent the decline of 
mankind in the nuclear abyss. 
Tomorrow might be too late." 


Meanwhile U.S. military ana- 
lysts say two of President Rea- 
gan's main arms programmes cur- 
rently facing strong opposition in 
Congress could be saved from 
defeat by the arms control talks 
with the Soviet Union. 

With the talks set to resume 
soon after a year-long freeze. 
Congress, increasingly reluctant 
to continue rubber-stamping Mr. 
Reagan's massive military bui- 


ldup. is being told that dropping 
the MX and Star Wars pro- . 
grammes would play into Soviet 
hands. 

Congressional sources said pro- 
duction of the 1 0-warhead MX 
intercontinental missile was in 
danger of being scrapped this 
year. 

In addition, billions of dollars 
were likely to be stripped from 
research for the space-based, 
anti-missile system known as Star 
Wars, or the Strategic Defence 
Initiative (SDI). 

Congressional opponents say 
there is no need to develop both 
the MX and the small, mobile., 
single-warhead. Midgciman mis- 
sile. They contend that the Star 
Wars idea is probably technically 
impossible 

They also cite a need to cut mil- 
itary spending at a time of record 
federal budget deficits. 

Secretary of State George 
Shultz said last week that with 
talks starting soon — officials say 
it may be as ear|y as March — it 
was v ital that both programmes go 
ahead. 

“ If t he Soviets can get what they 
want out of us without giving up 
anything in return, they would 
love it.” he told members of the 
Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives. 

Mr. Shultz said arms pro- 
grammes should be modified as a 
result of arms control agreements 
and not before talks begin. 

The chairman of the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee. 
Dame Fasccll. said after Mr. 


Shultz's appearance: “ I think the 
secretary’s points will be very per- 
suasive.” 

An aide to Mr. Fascell said the 
Florida Democrat was not dro- 
pping his own opposition to the 
MX but the position of the House 
as a whole now may be up in the 


air. 


However Les Aspin. the new 
chairman of the House Armed 
Services Committee and a key 
supporter of the MX last year as a 
bargaining chip in the arms talks, 
has raiscdquesiions about hiscon- 
t in Lied backing for the weapon's 
development. 

The Wisconsin Democrat said 
last week that- perhaps the MX 
should be scrapped and Star Wars 
used as a bargaining chip instead. 
But he stopped short of aba- 
ndoning the missile. 

Star Warn research, for which 
the administration wants S26 bil- 
lion over five years, is getting a 
close look. 

Critics say such a scheme to use 
lasers and other still undeveloped 
means to destroy incoming mis- 
siles will never be able to protect 
the entire U.S. population. 


And if it did. they add. it would 
prompt the Soviet Union to build 
their own space defence and touch 
off n new arms race. 

Despite these questions, con- 
gressmen will be under heavy pre- 
ssure in coming weeks to keep 
funding both weapons systems. 

And Congress has yet to cancel 
a major weapons programme bac- 
ked by a president. 


McFarlane secretly visits C. America 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Pre- 
sident Ronald Reagan's National 
Security Adviser. Robert McF- 
arlanc. made a secret five-nation 
lour of Central America just bef- 
ore Mr. Reagan was to be sworn in 
tor a second term, a White House 
spokesman has disclosed. Deputy 
White House Press Secretary 
Robert Sims told reporters at a 
pre-inaugural gala that Mr. McF- 
arlane made the trip to talk to the 
heads of state of the five nations 
and reaffirm "the president's pol- 
icy for the coming months'* as the 
second term begins. 

Mr. Sims said Mr. McFarlane 
spoke to officials in Costa Rica. El 
Salvador, Honduras. Panama and 
Guatemala. 


But the spokesman refused to 
disclose any specifics of what was 
discussed and said he was not at 
liberty to say whether any military 
aid or assistance to the Contras in 
Nicaragua was a topic of the talks. 
The Reagan administration backs 
rebels trying to overthrow the lef- 
tist government of that nation. 


Asked why Mr. McFarlane's 
trip, made at the request of Mr. 
Reagan and Secretary of State 
George Shultz, was kept secret. 
Mr. Sims said, "we never dis- 
cussed his travels.” 


Asked if the national security 
adviser had made other trips like 
the one to Central America. Mr. 
Sims said, "none that we've com- 


mented on." Mr. Sims said Mr. 
McFarlane’s trip was not directly 
connected to the U.S. suspension 
of diplomatic relations with Nic- 
aragua or the decision to boycott 
future proceedings of the world 
court on a Nicaraguan complaint 
that the Untied States has violated 
international law by mining that 
nation's harbours. Both were 
announced Friday. 

Mr. Sims said Mr. McFarlane 
left Washington Thursday and 
returned early Saturday in time to 
have lunch with Mr. Reagan at a 
party marking the last day of the 
president's first term. But the spo- 
kesman said he did not know whe- 
ther Mr. McFarlane was able to 
report on his visit. 


Tamil guerrillas kill 33 in train attack 


COLOMBO. Sri Lanka (AP) — 
At least 33 people, including 22 
soldiers, were killed Saturday 
night when Tamil guerrillas blew 
up a Colombo-bound train about 
300 kilometres north of the cap- 
ital. officials said here Sunday. 

A senior government spo- 
kesman who declined to be ide- 
ntified confirmed the death toll 
was 33 and said it may run higher 
because of serious injuries sus- 
tained bv other passengers in the 
blast which ripped through 1 1 car- 
riages of (he train. 

The attack took place between 
the stjtions of Munkulam and 
Murukandi. 

A Dote rice Ministry spokesman 
said (he 22 military deaths marked 
the highest casualty figure suf- 


fered by the army in a single inc- 
ident since the guerrillas, labelled 
ad terrorists by the Colombo gov- 
ernment. escalating i heir actisitics 
several months ago. 

Police said 44 injured in the 
blast, including three policemen, 
were hospitalised at Anu- 
radhapura. 206 kilometres north 
of Colombo. They said seven of 
the dead were at the local gov- 
ernment hospital. 

First reports reaching Colombo 
said 90 soldiers had boarded the 
train at Kilinochchi. 60 kilometres 
south of Jaffna, the capital of the 
troubled northern province where 
Tamil guerrillas arc seeking to 
establish an independent state. 
There have been several guerrilla 
acts of sabotage on the tracks 
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AN ARROW TO 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
4 K 973 
r K82 
OK 105 
♦ Q74 

WEST EAST 

4 Q J 10 62 454 

T Void 7Q9763 

v J9G42 £87 

4J53 410986 

SOUTH 
4 A 8 

T AJ1054 
•> AQ3 
4 AK2 
The bidding: 

South West North Blast 
2 NT Pass 6 NT Pass 
Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Queen of 4. 

We have often remarked 
that those contracts that 
seem to be laydowns require 
more care than difficult 
hands. If you relax, it is easy 
to make a wrong play from 
•which you cannot recover. 

The auction was brief and 
accurate. South showed a 
balanced hand of 22-24 
points, and North used 
simple arithmetic to arrive at 
the conclusion that a small 
slam should be bid. 

. The play was brief, at least 
the early part where it mat- 
tered, but hardly accurate. 


THE HEART 

When dummy appeared, de- 
clarer announced: “No prob- - 
lems. partner.” He won the 
spade in hand, laid down the 
ace of hearts and, when West 
showed out, declarer found 
that 12 tricks were beyond 
him. (We know that there is a 
double dummy way to re- 
cover, so don't write. But you 
may get some fun out of try- 
ing it.) 

There is a way to play this 
particular heart combination 
for a sure four tricks. Win 
the spade lead in dummy and 
lead a low heart. Regardless 
of whether East follows or 
not, insert the 10. 

If East follows and Lhe 
finesse loses, the rest of the 
suit is good. If the finesse 
wins and West shows out, 
cross to the king of hearts 
and repeat the finesse, and 
you have four tricks in the 
bag. 

If East shows out. West 
can capture the 10 with the 
queen. You win any return in 
hand, and lake the marked 
finesse of the eight to assure 
four tricks. If WesL refuses 
the first heart, simply con- 
tinue with a heart toward the 
K-8, and no matter what 
West does you are guaran- 
teed four tricks in the suit. 


with 1 0 men and a quantity of exp- 
losives. ammunition, three out- 
board motors and 10 kilogrammes 
of marijuana on board, 
south of Jaffna in recent weeks. 

One unconfirmed report said 
the guerrillas appeared to have 
tipped off Tamil civilians who 
were also due to board at Kil- 
inochchi or the impending attack, 
because many stayed off the train. 

Police said 25 of the injured 
being treated at Anuradhpura 
were soldiers and 16. including a 
Buddhist monk, were civilians. 
The other three were police off- 
icers. 

Police said the Mankulam sta- 
tion master raised an alarm after 
hearing a blast and seeing that the 
train failed to arrive on schedule. 
As the authorities were organising 
a team to check what had hap- 
pened. the engine of the damaged 
train drawing two carriages that 
had escaped the attack limped into 
Mankulam. 


Germany's 
smog alert 
ends 


DUESSELDORF. West Ger- 
many (R) — Police removed all 
street barriers from the cities of 
the Ruhr Valley Sunday after hea- 
lth officials ended a smog alert as 
changing weather reduced pol- 
lution in West Germany's ind- 
ustrial heartland. 

The alert, imposed by the state 
of North Rhine Westphalia on 
Thursday, was lifted after a fall in 
levclvof sulphur dioxide and other 
pollutants in the air. 


Parti 

Quebecois 

shelves 


independence 

issue 


MONTREAL (R) — Quebec's 
ruling Pari Quebecois. which 
came to power nine years ago vow- 
ing to found a breakaway French- 
speaking state in the Canadian 
province, decided to shelve the 
independence issue at the next 
provincial election. 

A crjucial party convention dec- 
ided by a two-io-one majority to 
back Premier Rene Levesque, 
who had insisted that the election, 
due later this year, should be fou- 
ght on the economy and not sta- 
tehood. 


Mr. Levesque's stance pro- 
voked a mutiny laic last year by 
seven hardline separatist ministers 
who quit his cabinet. 

After Saturday's vote the rad- 
ical delegates, led by former Social 
Affairs Minister Camille Laurin. 
walked out in protest from the 
convention. 

The hardliners left the hall sin- 
ging the French National anthem 
"La Marseillaise” and Mr. Laurin 
said he had the support of almost 
500 oF the 1.500 convention del- 


egates. 

The Parti Quebecois' pop- 
ularity plummeted during the rec- 
ent recession and an opinion poll 
Saturday showed only 1 9 per cent 
of Quebeckers now backed the 
idea of independence. 


Weather forecasters predicted 
that a from of low pressure mov- 
ing in from the Atlantic would dis- 
pel the stagnant air. 


Air-quality monitoring stations 
reported no reduction overnight 
in pollution levels. They still hov- 
ered above the Stage Two alert 
threshold, the level at which 
rush-hour traffic is restricted. 


Freezing, windless weather and 
a temperature inversion trapped 
polluted air. causing a dramatic 
rise in atmospheric sulphur dio- 
xide levels. 

Pharmacies reported big sales 
of surgical face masks and eye and 
nose medications, extra police 
manned “smog" road barriers 
used for the first time in West 
Germany, and public transport 
staff worked overtime. 


Mr. Levesque has aruged that 
independence should be viewed as 
an insurance policy for the Parti 
Quebecois and not as its imm- 
ediate political goal. 

He has also adopted a more 
conciliatory approach to the fed- 
eral government since Prime Min- 
ister Brian Mulroncy led his Con- 
servative Party to a landslide vic- 
tory in last September's Canadian 
national election. 

Mr. Mulroncy warmly wel- 
comed the poll showing that the 
popularity of the separatist cause 
was waning in Quebec. 

•‘I think it’s an ack- 
nowledgement of the fact that you 
can be a strong Quebecker and 
believe strongly in Canada as 
well." he told reporters Friday. 
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GAS DISASTER: Firefighters search for vic- 
tims in the debris of six houses in central Dutch town 
of Woerdeo Sunday morning, after these houses 


were destroyed completely by a heavy gas explosion 

(AP wire photo) 


NATO alarmed by bombing wave 


BRUSSELS (R) — A mounting 
campaign of bombings against 
Western military targets in Bel- 
gium has alarmed NATO officials, 
and some are complaining about 
the seemingly slow response of the 
Belgian authorities. 

The Fighting Communist Cells 
(CCC). believed to be linked to 
West Germany's Red Army Fac- 
tion (FAR) and the French ext- 
remist group Action Directe. last 
week carried out their 1 3th attack 
since October, detonating a car 
bomb outside a U.S. army social 
centre in Brussels. 

In a communique, the group 
said it now aimed to kill or maim 
“the Yankee military and their 
accomplices”. NATO officials 
said this appeared to be a grave 
new threat. 

The officials, who asked not to 
be identified, said Belgian gov 7 
ernment reaction appeared min- 


imal and the threat did not seem to 
be receiving sufficiently urgent 
attention. 

No senior Belgian official vis- 
ited the scene of the latest bom- 
bing and the government said not- 
hing about it. . 


fere ace. Reporters were able to 
enter the building and walk to the 
conference room unchecked. 

The CCC bombed Mr. Martens’ 
privaie office in his parliamentary' 
constituency in Ghent last Oct- 
ober. 


“If they care about these att- 
acks. they're certainly making no 
particular effort to show it.” a sen- 
ior NATO official said. 

The response was equally low- 
key last month when the CCC set 
off six bombs along the NATO 
fuel pipeline across Belgium. 


Belgian officials declined com- 
ment on their investigations, say- 
ing secrecy was vital to the hunt 
for the CCC. ' 


Security at NATO offices has 
been stepped up and Belgian pol- 
ice are now guarding more 
NATO-related buildings, but 
there are still some gaps. 

For example. Prime Minister 
Wilftied Martens’ residence app- 
eared to be totally unguarded last 
week when he gave a news con- 


But a NAJO official concerned 
with the case commented: "The 
secrecy conceals the fact 
that they’ve gotten nowhere." 

Security experts said the CCC 
were becoming increasingly bold 
and technically competent. 


The pipeline auacks showed 
they could mount a coordinated 
action in several places and the 
latest bombing was the first inv- 
olving a device detonated by rem- 
ote control, they said. 


‘Battle star Discovery’ set for launch 


CAPE CANAVERAL. Florida 
(AP) — A new era in the mil- 
itarisation of space begins Wed- 
nesday when a manned spaceship 
for the first time carries a military 
spy satellite on a classified mission 
being dubbed "the flight of bat- 
tlestar Discovery.” 

The payload, sources report, is 
an advanced intelligence- 
gathering satellite able to monitor 
Soviet missile tests and listen in on 
radio, radio-telephone and sat- 
ellite communications. From 
35.881 kilometre high stationary 
orbit south of the Soviet Union, it 
will be able to eavesdrop on much 
of Europe and Asia. 

The Pentagon calls it Sigint. for 
signal intelligence. 

Even though information about 
the payload has leaked out. the- 
Defence Department is trying to 
keep a secrecy lid over much of the 
mission. To make it more difficult 
for Russian trawlers sitting off- 
shore to monitor the launch, off- 
icials will say only that liftoff of 
space shuttle Discovery will occur 
between 1:15 p.m. and 4:15 p.m. 
(1715 and 2015 GMT). 


NASA said Saturday the Pen- 
tagon is considering opening up 
the countdown to the news media 
when it reaches nine minutes bef- 
ore intended liftoff, and a decision 
is expected Monday. 

The agency also said the ast- 
ronauts who will fly the mission 
will arrive here at 5 p.m. Sunday 
from their training base in Hou- 
ston to begin final flight pre- 
parations and that the countdown 
will start at 4 a.m. (0900 GMT) 
Monday. 

Reporters were denied the 
usual pre-launch interviews and 
news conference with the five- 
man crew, and they wDl not be 
able to monitor space-to-ground 
communications. 

After liftoff, the air force will 
release a statement every eight 
hours on progress of the flight. 

. Navy Capt. Thomas Mattingly, 
veteran of an earlier shuttle flight, 
will command the 15ih shuttle 


Major Ellison Onizuka and Gaty 
Payton. 

The United States and Soviet 
Union have orbited electronic 
intelligence-gathering satellites 
like these for years with rockets. 
But this one is being launched by a 
manned spaceship, and NASA 
and the Pentagon are bracing for a 
propaganda barrage from the Sov- 
iets. 


While NASA and commercial 
payloads will continue to dom- 
inate the shuttle cargo manifests,, 
the Defence Department will fly 
an increasing number of military 
missions with the reuseable spa- 
ceship. The air force is building its 
own shuttle launch base in Cal- 
ifornia. with Discovery tra- 
nsferring there next September 
for permanent assignment. 


mission. 

His crewmates. all rookies and 
all military officers, are air force 
Lt. Col. Loren Shriver. Marine Lt. 
Col. James Buchli and Air Force 


The Soviets and the Americans 
have launched hundreds of sat- 
ellites since the early 1 960s for 
such military purposes as com- 
munications, reconnaissance, mis- 
sile detection, navigation, ele- 
ctronic interception and weather 
forecasting. 


Pakistan bans opposition meeting 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan's 
military government has banned 
further meetings of the main opp- 
osition alliance after it decided 
Saturday to boycott general ele- 
ctions next month which political 
parties are barred from con- 
testing. 

The government issued the ban 
order after the 11 -party Mov- 
ement for the Restoration of 
Democracy (MRD) reaffirmed an 
earlier decision not to take part in 
the elections. 

It says any polls must be held 
under the suspended 1973 con- 
stitution and the rules in force 
before the military government 
look power in July iy77. 

The government released two 
opposition politicians and rem- 
oved travel bans on several others 
to enable them to attend a two- 
day meeting of the MRD central 


committee in the town of Abb- 
ottabad. It decided to meet again 
on Tuesday in Lahore. 

But a government statement 
Saturday night said this was “only 
a one-time permission and no fur- 
ther meeting of this nature is bei ng 
allowed.” 

MRD convenor Malik Moh- 
ammad Qasim told Reuters it 
would go ‘ahead with Tuesdays 
meeting despite the ban. which he 
said showed the government was 
“jittery and unnerved." 

He said military ruler Moh- 
ammad Zia-UI-Haq had done it 
no favour by letting the MRD lea- 
ders meet. “If he had not done 
that he would have exposed him- 
self as he is exposed now by the 
new order.” he said. “This reflects 
his intentions and the type of ele- 
ctions they are going to hold." 

Gen. Zia said on Jan. 12 that 


political parties he banned in 1 979 
would be barred from the ele- 
ctions for the National Assembly 
on Feb. 25 and for four provincial 
assemblies three days later. 

But last week he lifted electoral 
bans for many officials and act- 
ivists of opposition parties. 

The MRD told members of its 
parties that they would be exp- 
elled if they took pan in the ele- 
ctions. which it described as a 
hoax. 

“It is unfortunate that the att- 
itude of some participants con- 
tinues to be rigid, totally unr- 
easonable and inflexible.” the 
government statement said of the 
MRD meeting. 

Information and Broadcasting 
Minister Raja Zafarul Haq acc- 
used the MRD of lacking “und- 
erstanding and political for- 
esight." 


Second hurricane hits Fiji’s largest island, 22 die 


SUVA. Fiji (AP) — The second 
hurricane in a week crossed Fiji's 
largest island. Viti Levu. on Sun- 
day and the death toll from the 
two is 22. with more than 3.000 
people homeless, the government 
said. 

About 7.500 homes were dam- 
aged. and hundreds of people inj- 
ured in the hurricanes that hit 
Thursday and Saturday night, 
according to the government's 
emergency organisation. 

As hurricane Nigel made its 
way across the 6.440- 
square-kilomctre Viti Levu on 
Sunday, about 1.000 people look 
shelter in the Nadi International * 
Airport's passenger terminal. 
Many were Australian, New Zea- 
land. American and Canadian 
tourists stranded since the first 
hurricane closed the airport. 

Details of damage to hotels in 
western Viti Levu, the main tou- 


rist area, were not available due to 
disrupted telecommunications. 
But at least three hotels near the 
airport were reported to have had 
varying degrees of damage. 

It was not until Nigel was clear 
of Fiji on Sunday morning, mov- 
ing south east and weakening to 
gale force, that government ships 
could begin leaving Suva to assess 
damage in outer islands of the 
320-island group. The emergency 
Services Organisation said it 
would be several days before the 
full extent of damage and cas- 
ualties was known. 

But damage was believed to be 
heaviest in western Viti Levu. cen- 
tred at Lautoka. The airport, 24 
kilometres south of Suva, reo- 
pened to international traffic Sun- 
day. but only for daytime flights, 
due to damage to the night landing 
equipment. 

The Fiji ElcctriciLy Authority 


estimates that it could take one to 
two weeks to restore power to 
parts of Viti Levu that were bla- 
cked out. including most of the 
capital. Suva. 

The weather service said a third 
hurricane. Odette, was drifting 
and weakening to the west on 
Sunday and was no Iongejr con- 
sidered to be a threat to the Fiji 
island group. 

A spokesman for the Fiji ins- 
urance Association. Tony Chr- 
istian, said that as of Sunday, ins- 
urance companies had received 
claims for $42 million in damage 
to housing and other structures. 

Rasheed Ali. chief executive of 
the Fiji Sugar Corp.. said about 
SI 0.3 million worth of damage 
had been done to its sugar mills, 
staff housing and stocks of fer- 
tiliser and raw sugar. He said it ' 
was doubtful that the three dam-, 
aged mills would be able to reopen 


to crush the remaining 100.000 
tons of cane left standing from the 
1984 harvest oF more than 4 mil- 
lion tons. 

And. he said, the 1 985 harvest, 
estimated at about 4.3 million 
tons, might be reduced by 5 to 10 
per cent. 


Hurricane Eric hit Viti Levu 
and smaller islands to the south 
and east on Thursday night. It was 
followed Saturday night, from ihe 
same direction, by hurricane 
Nigel, which had been expected to 
pass 1 60 kilometres south of Viti 
Levu. 


But as Nigel-approached Fiji, it 
curved up and passed across the 
■ north east part of Viti Levu. 

Fiji’s meteorological service 
said Nigel was smaller and less int- 
ense than expected, with winds of 
about 148 kilometres per hour, 
gusting to 203 kph. 





Scottish, landowner 
seeks lion dong- 


LONDON (R) — A British lan- 
downer testing lion dung to seeif it 
will deter red deer from grazing cm 
valuable land has run into a supply 
problem. Lion dung is a rare 
commodity in Britain and Lord 
Burton, who farms the DrochTour 
estate at Inverness in Scotland, 
has now been offered supplies of 





tiger dung by a millionaire zoo ^ 
owner. The idea of using the scent 
of lion dung to scare away animals 
is. not new. The ' Scottish Dep- 
artment of Agriculture and Fis- 
heries is watching Lord Burton's 
experiment . with interest- Edi- 
nburgh and Basildon zoos have 
promised regular supplies but 
their lions produce only a few 
bucketfuls a day, according to the 
observer newspaper. 




Man masquerading 
as film star 
seduces 85 women 
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PEKING (R) — A, smooth- r 
talking Shanghai food factory 
worker seduced at least 85 womei^fp' 
by pretending to be a film star, - 
according to a Chinese new-' ; 
spaper. Peng Hongjian told 
women he was a member of the 
China. Youth Theatre Group who. -. 
had starred in several films, the „ 
Shanghai Liberation daily said. 
“He seduced yong women in and 
outside cinemas, at railway sta- • 
Lions and at the docks." it said. In - 
reality, Peng was a worker at Sha- ; 
nghafs Number Five Muslim . 
Food Factory who . insulted, ass- _ 
a ulted and raped his victims, the.' - 
newspaper said. It did not say ; 
whether the man had yet been 
tried. 
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26 escape in 
Filipino jail break 
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BACOLOD. Philippines (R) — ' 

Twenty-eight prisoners escaped ... 

from a central Philippines jail - 

after sawing their way through cell 

bars during a power blackout, pol- 1.’ 

ice reported. They said one man '. 

was captured and one surrendered 

but the others.- including, mur- ,'.V v . 

defers. robbgrs and suspects &wa~ . 

iiing trial, werestiil at-large. Polio; ' 

said the men tied towels together " 

to reach the . ground from, their ; v _ .”. 

cells in the Bacolod City Jail. : the ' 

blackout was the latest of a series 

to hit Negros Occidental province iffli-OmaiS 

during the past few weeks. . ^ 


Skier makes a pile 
in nude streak 


LONDO N (R) — Factory-worker • 

Stuart Danced s barefaced cheek ■' ■ 

has earned him a pile of free car- •- - 
pets in deep-freeze Britain. That 
was the prize offered by a sno- r ‘ ' 
wbound shop in the English mid-^ 
lands town of Brackley — to the' : 
first customerto arrive in the nude 
on skies. Men cheered and women 
shoppers looked startled ad Dan- ™ ^ Ifc'lldr 
cer stripped off for a 100 metre ski *6 IQ Lfmri 
dash. The shop said: "we never 
thought anyone would take us up 
on the offer. We will measure up 
his house over the weekend." . 


Town, says goodbye 
to its alligator 


PONCHATOULA. Louisiana, 
(AP) — People danced and sang, a 
jazz band played and politicians 
gave flowery eulogies as this towns 
staged a New Orleans-style fun-' 


ID 


eral for one of its best known res^ p. , 

•idems — a 21 -year-old alligator . ™u Snap 


named Ole Hardhide. The all- . 
igaior died Wednesday night after . 
spending 13 years in a cage in the 1 -: — 
centre of town. Hundreds of mou- 
rners. some in tuxedos. bra-V. . 
ndished colourful umbrellas as ft; 
they followed a horse-drawn cart 
that carried the 407 kilogramme • 
alligator’s remains in a closed. ^. . - 
custom-made green casket. The"—.', 
weekly Ponchatoula Times had;;." • 
carried a front-page column under-- 
the alligator's byline regularly for 
years, city council member New 
man Fitzmorris noted during the 
ceremonies. 
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Status of Japanese 4 
women has improved ^ r e; . . 

TOK.YO (AP) — Japanaese say^s ; ‘ 
the status of women has improved ; yv ■ ; -- 1 
** remarkably” in the past 10 years. -L - * . ;• 
but they wouldn’t' want to have 3 

female fire chief or take an int-fo-J' - 
emational.. flight piloted by a^.^ ; j**, ' , 
woman, according to a survey by-N.? <■' ... , . 
the prime ministers office rep- : j ^ v 


orted Sunday. Kyodo News =-■' 

vice reported in part the resulisff^i^.”^ 5 
the government questionnaire 


government questionnaire 
550 people across the country. , 
The return rate was 79 per cenL$-£s? ; 
but Kyodo did not give ;a bre-^ 'j ^ 
akdown of how manv answers 1 


of how many 
were from women and men. 









